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NIGERIA: POPULATION OF CONCERN SNAPSHOT

2,035,232

H

540,049

Nigeria faces immense humanitarian and protection challenges due to
the ongoing insurgency in the North East. The conflict has caused
grave human rights violations, impacting particularly on the most
vulnerable civilians. As of December 2019, there are 2,035,232
internally displaced persons in the the Northeast region, with 95% of
the displacements in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states. Outside of
the Northeast an estimated 540,049 people are displaced due to
banditry and farmer-herders conflict. There are 55,340 registered
refugees and asylum seekers as of January 2020, 65% are located in
Cross Rivers, 15% in Taraba, 13% in Benue and 6% in Lagos which
are urban refugees and asylum sekers. There are 280,451 Nigerian
Refugees in neighbouring countries of Niger (56%), Cameroon (40%),
and Chad (4%).
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TwitterL: NEstarmagazine
Facebook: NEstarmagazine
Website: northeaststarlive.com
Borno: No. 29 Girgiri plaza, Polo Road Maidugurt,
Borno State
Adamawa: NAWO Secretariat, NUJ Secretariat,
Behind Ribadu Square, Jimeta
Gombe: Daily Trust office opposite Bima Lodge,
Gombe, Gombe State
Abuja, City Library No.2 Gwani Street, Wuse Zone
4, Abuja.
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internally displaced population out of which 262,722 are in
Northwest states of Katsina, Zamfara, Kaduna, Sokoto and
Kano states while the remaining 277,327 are in Northcentral
states of Benue, Plateau and Nassarawa states.
Source: DTM -NCNW RII Dec 2019.
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# OF NIGERIAN REFUGEES iN MARADI
REGION OF NIGER AS OF JANUARY 2020

# OF NIGERIAN REFUGEES iN DIFFA
REGION OF NIGER AS OF JANUARY 2020

in Northeast states of Borno, Adamawa, Yobe, Taraba, Bauchi
and Gombe, 91% due to insurgency, 8% communal clashes
and 1% natural disaster. 1,835,429 of the IDPs are in Borno,
Adamawa and Yobe states. Source: DTM -RXXIX Dec 2019.
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Editorial
2023: Give Northeast The Vice
Presidency Slot For Sake of Equity

T

he
scramble
for
2023
presidency between North
and South has been a subject
of national discourse for some
time now. As INEC’s timeline draw
near, Political Parties are still in a
quagmire on which geopolitical
zones gets their presidential tickets.
We are compelled to join in the
discourse and remind all citizens
that zoning is not a mere flight of
fancy, but a veritable nation-building
mechanism which any diverse and
heavily populated country with
intense ethnic sensibilities like
Nigeria must adopt to foster stability.
Those who argued that zoning
of electoral positions by political
parties is not known to our laws
may be right. However, the concept
is completely in tandem with
the Federal Character Principle
enunciated in Section 14(3) of the
1999 Constitution. The proposal is
intended to bring equity and justice
to guard against marginalisation in
our heterogeneous society.
The zoning principle presupposes
that the two principal offices of
President and Vice President are
zoned in a way that whenever a
northerner is nominated to run for
the Office of President, a person
from the southern part of the country
is nominated as running mate, to be
elected as Vice president and vice
versa.
Also the offices of Senate
President, Speaker of the House
of Representatives, Deputy Senate
President and Deputy Speaker of
the House of Representatives are
equally zoned among the other
geopolitical zones in a manner that
ensures that there is no dominance
of any geopolitical zone over the

others.
Considering that it is already a
settled conclusion that power rotate
between the North and South, and
the political parties succumbed
to equity and zoned the 2023
Presidency tickets to the Southern
region, we make bold to say that the
Northeast region should deservedly
be allowed to produce the Vice
President of the Federal Republic in
fairness.
We are strongly convinced by the
reality of the fact that of all three
geopolitical zones in the North,
only the Northeast region is yet to
produce a president, in either civilian
or military arrangement over the
years.
The Northwest has produced
General Murtala Mohammed (6
months), Alhaji Shehu Shagari (4
years), General Sani Abacha (5
years), Late President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua (3 years) and President
Muhammadu Buhari (combined
ten years). North Central has
also produced General Yakubu
Gowon (9 years), General Ibrahim
Babangida (8 years) and General
Abdulsalami Abubakar (1 year).
But the Northeast has however not
produced a Nigerian president even
for one minute.
Because we are consciously aware
of the prevailing political exigencies
in the country, we opted not to
push for Northeast presidency in
the anticipated 2023 elections. It is
therefore justifiable to micro-zone
the office of Vice President to the
Northeast if the 2023 presidency
is conceded to the south after
President Muhammadu Buhari
served out his tenor of office.

In making a case for the zoning of
the office of the Vice President to
the Northeast region, we noted that
political parties often allocate these
offices to zones that contributes
more to the political fortunes of the
party among others. If this is true,
then the electoral contribution of
the North-East to the fortunes of the
party in recent elections, especially
in the 2019 presidential election
where it gave the second highest
number of votes, is a very serious
point to be considered in making the
decision.
We also take cognisance of the
recent zoning of principal offices in
the ruling All Progressive Party (APC),
where it already ceded the Chairman
position to Sen. Abdullahi Adamu
from the North Central. And they
are indicators that APC will consider
zoning the office of the Speaker of
House of Representatives to the
Northwest in 2023.
The
Northeast
region
have
endured many years of political
marginalisation
and
neglect.
Nigeria should be considerate to
accommodate the people of the
zone and give them the feeling that
they are also citizens of the country
like other geopolitical zones. The
region cannot develop at par with
the rest of Nigeria if they continue
to suffer political neglect and denied
equal rights.
Today, history beckons on the
political parties to toe the part of
courage and do the right thing. It
is only just and fair that the NorthEast zone is considered for the Vice
Presidency for the sake of equity,
and to promote national unity and
social cohesion.
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CPAAI CEO pays courtesy visit to
NAOWA President seeks support for
menstrual hygiene management
By Matthew Eloyi

The President of Nigerian Army Officers’ Wives Association (NAOWA) Mrs Salamatu Faruk Yahaya

M

rs Funmi Olorunmola, Chief
Executive Officer of Citizen
Participation and Awareness
Initiative (CPAAI), paid a courtesy visit
to the President of the Nigerian Army
Officers’ Wives Association (NAOWA)
at the NAOWA Secretariat in Abuja,
as part of her advocacy on menstrual
hygiene and management for girls and
women in general through the CPAAi
Pet project “PAD A GIRL TODAY.”
Mrs. Olorunmola called for the
establishment of Pad Banks
(menstrual and sanitary products)
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in offices and schools as a way to
promote hygiene and make menstrual
discomforts more manageable.
In her remarks, Mrs Salamatu F
Yahaya, President of the Nigerian
Army Officers’ Wives Association
(NAOWA), thanked Mrs Funmi
Olorunmola for her advocacy visit and
assured her of NAOWA’s cooperation
in the areas of advocacy and the
creation of Pad Banks in NAOWA
institutions.
Mrs Yahaya stated that NAOWA, as a

skills-based organisation, has taught
and empowered women through its
re-usable/washable pad production
skills acquisition programme.
She also told CPAAI, that NAOWA will
include into its Calendar of events, the
international Menstrual Hygiene Day
marked every 28th of May.
The visit’s highlights include a
donation of menstruation pads to
CPAAI, a memento presentation, and
group photos.

DEFENSE

Operation Lake Sanity: MNJTF and the
restoration of peace in the Lake Chad Basin
By Lawrence Audu

T

he Multinational Joint Task
Force MNJTF, unknown to many
Nigerians, has been in existence
since the mid-1990s. Its purpose is
to counter the activities of the mainly
Chadian bandits, who used to terrorize
the lake Chad basin areas during the
administration of Sani Abacha. Nigeria
deployed two battalions, and later
added a battalion each from Chad
and Niger who complemented their
Nigerian counterparts. For some time,
the criminality was largely contained.
This Force was headquartered in
Baga, and commanded by a Nigerian
Colonel.
Strategic importance of the Lake
Chad and it’s Basin
Sitting within the Sahel, a semi-arid
strip of land dividing the Sahara Desert
from the humid savanna of equatorial
Africa, Lake Chad is economically
important. It provides water to more

than 30 million people in four countries
surrounding the central part of the
Sahel, in western and central Africa,
including Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon and
Chad. It is rich in aquatic resources
and has very fertile soil in its basin. At
its peak, in the 70’s and 80’s, it was the
sixth largest lake in the entire world.
If situated in other parts, it would
have been the richest parts of these
countries with year-round fishing,
farming and animal husbandry.
But the multiplying effect on
agricultural productivity, health and
security of the region is affected by
the decrease in water levels of the
Lake. It has led to a decrease in the
level of biodiversity and consequently
has impacted fishing activities. This in
turn, has led to a struggle for survival,
and resources among its inhabitants.
The depletion of Lake Chad has
become an economic and security
issue, and is driving one of the most

serious security problems facing West
Africa and the Sahel.
MNJTF and its mandate in Lake Chad
Basin
For more than a decade now, the
people in the Lake Chad region
have suffered from an intertwined
humanitarian and security crisis.
Clashes between military forces
and Boko Haram over territory, and
attacks on civilians by Islamists, have
continued to worsen displacement,
food insecurity and erosion of trust in
political authorities.
The MNJTF, in its old format, did well
to stabilize the area and agricultural
activities and commerce thrived.
However, government presence and
impact were scant. Fast forward to
2010, following the insurgency in
northern Nigeria caused by the Boko
Haram terrorist group, who wanted
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an Islamic state in Nigeria and most
of Africa. They grew stronger by the
day and had their adherents from
the critical mass of uneducated and
futureless young people found in their
millions in the areas. By 2014 they
sacked the MNJTF headquarters in
Baga, Borno State, and carted away
weapons, ammunition and other
sophisticated equipment.
However, in 2015, the Nigerian
government felt the need to have
a collective approach with its
neighbours in fighting the scourge of
Boko haram. Countries were lobbied
and supported by the African Union,
AU, and the United Nations, UN. The
MNJTF was operationalised in 2015
with mandates for creating a safe
and secure environment in areas
affected by the Boko Haram/ISWAP
saga, as well as returning normalcy
to the areas by ensuring internally
displaced and refugees return
to their ancestral homes. Lastly,
they were expected to facilitate
humanitarian assistance to needy
populations and help them rebuild
their lives in the lake Chad basin
areas.
As it stands today, a lot has
continued to change with
the ongoing Operation LAKE
SANITY, which has sustained the
pressure on Boko Haram (BH)
and Islamic State of West Africa
Province (ISWAP) terrorists with
robust clearance operations in
the fringes of the Lake Chad. They
have collaborated with the troops of
Operation Hadin Kai in Northeast of
Nigeria, and over 50,000 terrorists
and their families have surrendered
to troops. Hundreds of terrorists
have been sent to meet their maker,
while recovering large caches of arms
in addition to the rescue of scores
of kidnap victims. Only recently,
Abu Ibrahim who was an ISWAP
leader (Khalifa) in the Lake Chad
Tunbumas and was a leader before
in the Timbuktu general areas was
eliminated while about 4 IED making
factories were destroyed in the
course of the operation. The Forces
of the MNJTF have also redoubled
their efforts in putting pressure on
insurgents within the general area
whose only option is to surrender and
turn a new leaf.
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The successes of the MNJTF are
largely due to the pro-activity of
Nigeria’s Chief of Defence Staff,
General Lucky Irabor, and other
Service Chiefs whose working synergy
is obvious for all to see and emulate
especially their Field Commanders
whose strategies involves synergy
with other security agencies and
strengthening bilateral military ties, in
addition to a resolve to seeing the end
of insurgency not just within Nigeria,
but the entire West Africa and the
Sahel. This strategy has proven to be
as potent as seen by the dwindling
rate of insurgency in Nigeria today.
His directive is to clear remnants of
hibernating ISWAP and Boko Haram
fighters from the fringes of Lake Chad.
The acquisition of more potent air
assets including Super Tucanos and

For more than a
decade now, the people
in the Lake Chad
region have suffered
from an intertwined
humanitarian and
security crisis.
attack drones has assisted as the
troops of operations Lake Sanity
(MNJTF) and Operations Hadin Kai
(Nigeria) have cleared areas in the
tunbuns (Lake Chad islands) like
Greda, Daban Gajere, Daban Masara,
Tudun Fulani and Fedondiya among
others. These are areas that have
never been penetrated before by the
MNJTF and this surely portends great
tidings in this war. Civilians have
returned to mallam Fatori and for the
first time in about 8 years Eid (Sallah)
prayers were held.
The MNJTF over the last year has
improved its synergy, visibility
and operational efficiency in its
fight against the Boko Haram and
ISWAP insurgents in its operational
environment. Worthy of note also,
is the renewed and visible synergy
between Operation Hadin Kai and

the MNJTF, the Force Commander
MNJTF, Gen Ibrahim and Theatre
Commander Operation Hadin Kai
Major General Chris Musa who were
said to be in the Nigerian Defence
Academy NDA together and are both
Infantry generals and perhaps that is
why they complement each other.
Other strategies the MNJTF has used
to succeed is the non-kinetic approach
towards de-radicalising insurgent
elements and the involvement of the
civil populace. According to the Force
Commander Major General Abdul
Khalifah Ibrahim, the fight against
terrorism requires a comprehensive
approach. Speaking during the Joint
Integrated Operations Planning
Course in N’Djamena, Chad. General
Ibrahim said: “It has been established
that the fight against terrorism in
general requires a comprehensive
approach, integrating various
skills held by both civilians and the
military. According to him, “… the
fight against Boko Haram / ISWAP
insurgents cannot be considered as
the sole prerogative of the military,
whose actions alone cannot solve
the problem, hence the need for a
multidimensional approach to face.
This, therefore stressed the need
for different stakeholders to work
together to isolate and evacuate
terrorists from the Lake Chad
Basin area in order to completely
restore security and stability in the
region even though with ongoing
operations, most inhabitants have
started to return home to commence
farming and other commercial
activities.
But despite the huge successes of
the MNJTF, and accolades received,
it still faces a number of challenges.
To achieve success in going forward,
there must be a renewed commitment
from Troop Contributing Countries
to swell the ranks of the Force with
additional deployment, provide
more Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected MRAP vehicles for the
various contingents in other to
achieve completely its mandate,
while development partners like the
European Union, the United Nations
and others must in all sincerity
step up funding and logistics for its
operations.

POLICTICS

2023 GENERAL ELECTIONS: ANOTHER
SEASON OF BAREFACED LIES
By: Collins Mbakwe

N

igeria was plagued with security
challenges before President
Muhammadu Buhari came into
power. As a master strategist, ending
insurgency in the northeast, ensuring
the protection of lives and property of
Nigerians and improving the economy,
were some of his mantras during his
electioneering campaign.

Seven years after voting Buhari into
office, Nigerians have realized that they
were hoodwinked into believing that
Nigeria would be better with Buhari as
president. The last seven years have
been nothing less than an unmitigated
disaster, as it has seen prices of things
including the dollar, go through the
roof, with its attendant untold hardship
on Nigerians. It is indisputable that
Nigeria never had it this bad except
during the Civil War. To say that Nigeria
has been plunged into comatose
situation, is to say the least.
As the build-up for the 2023 general
election takes the centre stage, all
manner of politicians have made
public their interest, to contest for the
country’s most exalted seat. Many of
the aspirants have swung into action,
reaching out to Nigerians, telling them
barefaced lies about how they have
the solutions to Nigerian problems.
President Buhari’s electioneering
promises and how the reverse had
been the case, have become an eyeopener for Nigerians and of course,
the last straw that broke the carmel’s
back. We must be careful in listening
to several ‘sermons’ being delivered by
various presidential aspirants.

It is laughable that some of the
aspirants are individuals who have
held or are still holding public offices
and who have failed woefully to deliver
social good to Nigerians in their
various capacities.

That tells you everything you need
to know about Nigerian politicians
and politics. They lie to Nigerians
with impunity. They lie to Nigerians
as though they consider everyone
unreasonable.

If one takes a critical look at many
of the aspirants, one would see how
desperate they are in seeing that
they become president of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria. Even those who
should be burying their heads in shame
for failing Nigerians in their various
public positions are all jostling for the
race.

If not that Nigerian politics is a sham,
how would it be possible that the
country’s Education Minister, Emeka
Nwajuba purchased a 100 million
naira APC presidential form amidst
the lingering ASUU strike? Again, how
can one explain that with the present
economic crisis bedeviling Nigeria, the
country’s CBN Governor, Mr. Emefiele,
forked out a 100 million naira for the
presidential form? And to continue in
their barefaced lies, they try to force
on Nigerians to believe that the forms
were purchased for them by some
concerned Nigerians.
It is no news that the continual failures
of our leaders has led to growing
apathy among Nigerians, as they have
apparently lost faith in the politicians.

It is no longer news that Nigerian
politics is where anything goes.
Politicians siphoned the nation’s
resources and yet boldly preen for
recognition. Even those who are
allegedly said to be suffering from
enuresis and Essential Tremor
Disorder, have declared themselves fit
to be presidents of Nigeria.
The electioneering campaigns of
the likes of late nationalists: Azikwe,
Balewa, and Ahmadu Bello, among
others, were issue-based. Sadly, that
cannot be said of most Nigerian
politicians.
I want to believe that with the ordeals
Nigerians are passing through, they
have learned their lessons not to
continue being gullible in the face of
barefaced lies. It is laughable that
one of the aspirants who is a former
governor boasted that his son who is
almost thirty, has no car of his own.

Keeping in mind the prevailing
precarious condition of average
Nigerians, the prayer points would
be to be alive to see more visionary,
patriotic, and detribalized Nigerian
become president come 2023.
For that to happen, it is about time
Nigerians voted devoid of sentiments.
One might argue that all Nigerian
politicians are corrupt and place their
interests above national interests, but
the fact remains that out of two evils,
we can choose the lesser one.
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The Race for the
Presidency,
2023

T

he office of the President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria
is a very powerful office.
Some Nigerians would think it is
more powerful than the office of the
President of the United States. It is
so powerful that those seated on the
corridors are dreadful and feared.
These guys on the corridors of power,
like some wannabes, high on illicit
substance from India or Jamaica
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would rank our President as next to
God. It is that serious.
In my consciousness in political
discourse, Presidents before, and the
President now, have all complained
that the seat of the President is the
most uncomfortable and stressful. At
every opportunity they get to hold the
microphone, they will say Nigeria is
poor and broke which is basically the
reason for our predicaments.

I consider the seat of the President as
a durian fruit. Durian is a tropical fruit
that grows in countries in Southeast
Asia. It is a very nutritious fruit that’s
rich in fiber, B vitamins, vitamin C,
and various healthy plant compounds
which makes it one of the most
nutritious worldwide.
At the same time, the fruit contains

POLICTICS
aromatic compounds that give it a
strong smell. Durian’s smell is so
potent that it’s banned in many hotels
and public transport systems in
Southeast Asia. And so is the seat of
our President - It is a bittersweet.
Professor Mammud Yakub, Chairman,
Independent National Electoral
Commission, has since rolled out the
2023 elections timetable and political
parties wasted no time to begin the
search for candidates for various
political offices. I expected decorum
in the conduct of political parties and
actors in the process but early signs of
anachronism, exclusion and impunity
are already glaring.
The first salvo was the antagonism
against a section of the electoral law
when a Federal High Court sitting in
Umuahia, ordered the Attorney General
of the Federation to delete
Section 84(12) of the Act
as passed by the National
Assembly and endorsed by
the President. This should
not bring any headache
because the national
assembly is challenging
the judgement. But political
appointees defy every sense
of reasoning and rule of law
to return to status quo with
reckless impunity.

– there is no vision or bold reform; it’s
solely about the status quo.
The perks accruing to the office of
the president is enough motivation
for gladiators to want to run the
presidential race, however observers
are suspicious of the increasing
numbers of political appointees
picking nomination forms with
reckless abandon.
As the deadline for sales of forms
sets in, about twenty eight aspirants
had purchased the forms for a
non-refundable fee of One Hundred
million naira. And out of this numbers,
all but very few of these aspirants,
are political appointees of the
government.
The demography of those that
purchased the nomination forms
confirm the overwhelming fears

of this inherent right to vote and
be voted for is a pointer to the fact
that the people are becoming more
enlightened by the day.
Going by the criminal fees tagged on
nomination forms, it was obvious that
the APC has no plans and place for
the common man in the party. But I
am certain that the Party will face the
resultant consequences in the coming
elections when majority of Nigerians
will boldly shun moneybag politics for
good governance. The critical masses
are now prepared to interrogate the
source of the money these politicians
are donating to the APC with ease.
How government allow politicians
to spend millions of naira on the
purchase of Nomination Forms when
the country’s economy is in a very bad
shape beats every imaginations. It
was unbelievable and appalling
that a class of Nigerians could
be showcasing obscene wealth
in a country where poverty is the
common denominator amongst
its citizens.

Our kind of Party politics
is broken in many ways:
lack of democracy, lack of
transparency, the corrupt
influence of donors, lobbyists
and vested interests. For
them, it is about staying in
power – there is no vision or
bold reform; it’s solely about
the status quo.

Then the exclusion theatrics
triggered the exhorbitant
charges for nomination
forms by political parties,
particularly the big two the ruling All Progressive
Congress Party, and the
People Democratic Party
was another cannon with
a smack of insensitivity.
In the face of prevailing economic
conundrum amidst glaring hardship
and penury, how many Nigerians can
comfortably afford scores of millions
of naira the Parties are asking for?
Our kind of Party politics is broken in
many ways: lack of democracy, lack of
transparency, the corrupt influence of
donors, lobbyists and vested interests.
For them, it is about staying in power

Another obscene trajectory in
the race for 2023 is the palpable
deceit and outright lies by these
class of politicians. It was
frightening to see how they
condescend so low to lie against
Nigerians who could barely
survive the hardship inflicted
by government ineptitude and
misgovernance.

in some quarters that the few
opportuned politicians with financial
war chest will effectively exclude the
proletariat class and dominate the
political space conveniently.

They will beat their chests to
tell the world in public glare
that nomination forms were
purchased on their behalf by
committed friends or groups.
They all rehearsed the same
line like a nursery rhymes to dish out
concocted lies from the pit of hell. I
am sure the devil will be furious that
politicians have deprived him of his
forte.

However, many Nigerians are
politically aware of the fundamental
rights to participate in the political
process at all levels. The realisation

In a country where consequences
follow malfeasance, these politicians
should be discussing with security
agencies already.
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2023: Youths berate high cost of nomination,
expression of interest forms, say it’s a ploy to
exclude young aspirants
By Matthew Eloyi

D

espite the existence of the
Not-Too-Young-To-Run-Law,
the timing is not ideal for young
Nigerian politicians seeking elective
seats in the 2023 elections on the
platforms of the two major parties, the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and
the All Progressives Congress (APC).
The two parties’ exorbitant nomination
and expression of interest fees have
got tongues wagging and made the
youth realize that electioneering is not
a tea party.
The APC’s presidential form costs
N100 million, while the PDP’s cost
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N40 million. The APC governorship
form costs N50 million, while the PDP
governorship form costs N21 million.
The APC senatorial form costs N20m
while that of PDP costs N3.5m. The
APC House of Reps form costs N10m
while that of PDP costs N2.5m. The
APC House of Assembly form costs
N2m while that of PDP goes for
N600,000.
Despite the fact that there are 91
registered political parties in the
country, many feel the 2023 election
would be a two-horse contest

between the two biggest parties, the
PDP and the APC, prompting many
to run on their platforms. Now, the
majority of young people who want
to run for office on the platforms of
these two parties are disillusioned
and discouraged. The bulk of the
91 registered political parties in
the country have no organization,
according to findings. Furthermore,
the PDP and APC stand a better
chance of winning the elections than
the other parties. Despite the fact that
the youths have petitioned the PDP
and the APC leaderships to reduce the

cost of nomination forms so that they
can run on the parties’ platforms, the
parties appear unconcerned. Some
youths who spoke with Northeast
Star Magazine, expressed their
disappointment in the parties.
Engr. Chinedum Elekwachi, a 28-yearold man who is aspiring to represent
Ohaozara East at Ebonyi state House
of Assembly on the platform of the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP),
said: “Personally, I belong to PDP and
planned to run for an election, So
earlier in the year I wrote the National
youth leader of our party reminding
him on the need to beckon on the
National Working Committee (NWC)
to make the form affordable for the
young persons and days leading to
the NEC meeting that approved the
amount, I again reminded him and
he promised it will be done under his
leadership. Thanks to goodness it
happened and we could see the influx
of youths that purchased expression
of interest and nomination forms of
the PDP.
“I think this high cost of nomination
form is monetizing of the process and
indirect means of scheming the young
people out from running for election.
It is totally anti-youths and should not
be condoled going forward if we are
sincere with the Not-Too-Young-ToRun Act. It has come to a point that a
law should be enacted to put prices of
nomination forms at benchmark.”
On his part, the Benue State
Coordinator of the Coalition of
Northern Groups (CNG), Comr. Anjie
Micah Fanen described the high
cost of political parties’ nomination
and expression of interest forms as
undemocratic, adding that it’s a way
of encouraging corruption in politics.
In his words, “Our political parties
are not serious about discipline
in governance/public life and the
consequences look grave. Political
participation now is being limited to
the deep pockets not minding their
source of wealth, while those that are
capable but from poor background
cannot afford to actively participate.
“The political parties should have
reminded themselves of the likes of

Goodluck Jonathan, Azikiwe, Awolowo,
Balewa among others who came from
poor backgrounds and rose to the top
of Nigerian politics and performed
excellently at local, state and federal
levels. It became possible because
those our founding fathers possessed
the leadership know-how that helped
write the creed of this country.
“The sad part of it all is that, the
Youths have been denied the
opportunity to contribute to nation
building and have been removed from
the circle of contesting for leadership
positions with the huge amounts being
placed on nomination forms.”
Similarly, Prince Akinola Adams,
National President, Intellectual Young
Leaders Network (IYLN) described the
high cost of forms as an agenda by
the political parties leaders to frustrate
youths who have genuine interest
in politics and make them perpetual
followers rather than giving them the

The sad part of it all is
that, the Youths have been
denied the opportunity to
contribute to nation building
and have been removed
from the circle of contesting
for leadership positions
with the huge amounts
being placed on nomination
forms.

opportunity to lead.
According to him, there is nothing like
Not-Too-Young-To-Rule as long as the
cost of the nomination and expression
of interest forms remain unaffordable
to young aspirants.
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STRIKE THE BALANCE
By Dr Abubakar MS

The rise, glory & imminent fall of

Bola Ahmed
Tinubu
O

f all the presidential wannabes
in the forthcoming All
Progressives Congress
primaries next month, one man seems
to be very certain of victory, certain
that he will be handily rewarded for his
immense contribution to the
emergence of Muhammadu Buhari as
presidential candidate of APC in 2015.
He is neither Rotimi Amaechi nor Chris
Ngige, not even Rochas Okorocha.
That man is Bola Ahmed Tinubu,
former Senator and Governor of Lagos
State, now a top ranking founding
member of the ruling party.
Like most two-term serving Governors
from 1999, Tinubu mandatorily
handed in his
resignation letter in
2007 as outgoing
Governor of the
most populous and
commercially
viable State in
Nigeria. Unlike
some former State
Chief Executives,
however, who have
since gone into
political oblivion, Tinubu has remained
active in politics, calling the shots,
even now, as the principal actor in the
state he presided over for eight years.

Ambode, succeeded Fashola in
2015. When the round-faced
Governor tried to get too big
for his britches, Tinubu
cut him down to size.
So far, Ambode
remains the only
Governor of Lagos
State who was in
office for one term
since 1999 – thanks
to TInubu’s allgrinding political
machine.
The same political
machine paved the way
for Ambode’s successor,
Babajide
Sanwo-Olu,
elected in 2019.
Chances are he
will get a
second tenure
if he behaves.
But that will
depend on
the outcome
of the APC
primaries for
the presidency which his
principal is contesting. Of
course, you needn’t be a pollster to
know who Sanwo-Olu will vote for.
Known by several monikers – Jeun
soke, meaning chop up, Asiwaju, lion
of Bourdillon and, lately, Jagaban of
Borgu – Tinubu extended his political
tentacles in 2015 beyond his domain
by the lagoon when he canvassed for
votes and persuaded delegates –

“It is over for
Tinubu,” FFK
concluded, “He has
been thrown under
the bus and retired
from politics.”

Anyone with a rudimentary knowledge
of politics in the State know he
personally handpicked his successor,
Raji Babatunde Fashola in 2007.
Fashola served two terms. Tinubu’s
favoured candidate, Akinwunmi
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financially and otherwise – to
vote for a man who had
sought and failed to be
president thrice, first in
2003, 2007 and then
2011. Buhari defeated
Atiku Abubakar
(another ambitious
presidential wannabe
with a solid and
neverending
war

chest) to become the APC candidate in
2015. It was the beginning of Buhari’s
smooth ride to Aso Villa.
Tinubu upped his ante during the 2019
election when he famously deployed
bullion vans to ferry bricks of cash to
his Bourdillon haven in Ikoyi, as if
taunting the opposition parties that
whatever they could, I, Asiwaju Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, can do better. It did not
occur to him that by that very action,
he would have been a political pariah
or even end up in the slammer in saner
democracies. But then, Nigeria is
Nigeria. The man then justified his
action with an insulting
pronouncement: “It is my money,” he
said somewhat gloatingly, “and I can
move it anywhere I want.”
Of course, any man who has
been a kingmaker once and
now certain of another victory
for his preferred candidate
could boast as Tinubu
did. His party was in
power. His man at
the head of it. What
more could get any
ambitious
politician giddier
than that?
In hindsight,
political analysts
now see that
period as the zenith
of Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s political
career, the man
himself riding on it
swimmingly from the
very beginning as
senator to governor,
kingmaker and party
chieftain though with
no official designation
within the party itself or
even in the government
he helped bring to life.
At the same time, he
transformed into
something of a
national leader of the
ruling party.
Unlike Fashola or
Rotimi who had
become ministers,
Tinubu was never
anything of such,
not even an
ambassador. But
he was an ever
present shadow,

influencing party policies or trying to,
getting attention here and there,
consulting with first-class traditional
rulers in his own South-west and the
north, especially now after his
intention to contest. The reception has
been grand all the way.
He has also donated oodles of cash to
victims of natural disasters in parts of
the north, naturally enhancing his
reputation for his philanthropic
gestures. As it stands, Tinubu is one of
the most famous politicos in Nigeria
and one of the wealthiest, as well.
Now, he wants to crown all that with
being president come 2023 or, to use
his own words, “to become president
of Nigeria” which he admitted “has
been my lifelong ambition.”
But those who know a thing or two
about the law of diminishing returns
are worried Tinubu’s ambition might be
truncated for that very reason. There’s
only one way to go after a man has
reached the pinnacle of his career –
downhill.
To be sure, BAT has got it all: Senator,
Governor, kingmaker, revered party
leader, close confidant of pols and
princes, friends with ordinary folk in
the street, read road transport workers,
and an adulation from some in the
South-west comparable to that
bestowed on religious revolutionaries
or benevolent leaders.
Even so, many doubt whether BAT can
even breast the tape in the presidential
race. The first chink in his armour is
undoubtedly his age. Instead of the
virile man who took charge as
Governor in 1999, there is now a
slow-paced, fast-ageing man with
palpitating hands which he tries to
conceal in the folds of his luxurious
brocades in public.
For some politicians though, age never
really counts. Way back in 1979 during
the American presidential election, for
instance, Republicans worried that,
close to 70, their candidate Ronald
Reagan might be undone by his
advanced years. Reagan himself put
their mind to rest by holding aloft a
glass of water in one of his campaigns
in public. The crowd noticed that
Reagan’s hand did not tremble nor did
the water spill. Americans sent him to
the White House and did so again in
1984.
In his late seventies, some say he is
certainly older, BAT is almost the same
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age as Reagan was when he made his
first try at the American presidency. It
will be interesting, however, to watch
Tinubu do the same thing as Reagan,
that is, raise a glass of water at any
public place without trembling hands
or even spilling it.

Added to that is his legions of enemies,
those who have been waiting in the wings
to witness his downfall. There is the story
of a senior journalist with The Guardian
who wanted to represent his community
in the lower house in Abuja years ago. He
was a member of Alliance for Democracy
then. Party elders told him what to do. He
complied promptly, part of which was
selling his father’s house to pursue his
objective. It never got to be. Alas, another
candidate from the U.S. or Europe had
been blessed and anointed in his place.
Some of those shortchanged by the
almighty gov’ then will be only too
delighted to have a pound of flesh back.
Some are already quick to it and doing it
embarrassing by embarrassing step of
the way. Months ago, on a visit to a
monarch in the South-west, photos
circulated of BAT with a wet behind like a
child’s after soiling itself. Worst of all was
the security detail right behind him
scrunching his nostril as if there was
some foul odour in the air.
Someone later and ungraciously imputed
the former governor and kingmaker was
suffering from “permanent incontinence.”
Was the video itself the work of
mischievous guys who can do anything
with photo-shop? Was it real?
If it was the first, then BAT has a lot of
enemies out there, not imagined but real.
If it was true urine, it isn’t the best way to
advertise anyone’s presidential qualities
prior to an election.
Trending on social media at this very
moment is the more than 2,000-word
denunciation and curse at once by no less
a figure than Femi Fani-kayode, onetime
Minister of Aviation, Buhari-hater now a
convert, outspoken but outrageously
sometimes, bully of one kind or the other.
Titled “Retirement Letter to Tinubu: Open
Letter to Jagaban of Borgu” FFK penned it
in lieu of BAT’s retirement from active
politics or, as some even interpret it, the
complete political demise of the lion of
Bourdillon.
“My dearest Jagaban,” the unsolicited
epistle began, “You know that I have
always liked and respected you.” But all
that likeness and respect will melt away in
the following paragraphs. “The bitter truth
is that you predicted NOTHING and you
saw NOTHING. The only thing you saw
were your own vain delusions and
insatiable greed and the only thing you
felt that moved you was your ambition.”
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Counting one by one the many sins of
BAT culminating in the unholy alliance in
2015, outsmarted and checkmated
afterwards, FFK literally invoked the gods
of Yoruba land to make BAT eat his just
desserts in the coming elections.
“You sold your body, spirit and soul to the
enemy and betrayed your people even
though we warned you over and over
again that those you were dining with
were far smarter and far more astute than
you,” FFK fumes.
“It is over for Tinubu,” FFK concluded, “He
has been thrown under the bus and
retired from politics.”
Coming from Fani-Kayode, some more
respectable folk might sniff at all that.
Aren’t they one and the same? Meant to
serve as an eternal mark of guilt,
presumably, on the subject of his vitriolic
epistle, FFK is no less sullied, some would
argue.
For instance, when rumours of his
possible crossover to APC from PDP flew
around some time back, FFK quickly
denied it, insisting it was only possible
“over my dead body.” Not long after, the
man was sighted at a wedding ceremony
of the son of Mr. President and the
daughter of a first class Emir in Kano.
Next was a photo-op with PMB himself
right in Aso Villa, smiling for the rest of
the world to know how far he has
advanced in his political career.
Even so, many people acknowledge some
of the accusations FFK has lobbed at
Tinubu. Some of them have been in the
public domain or known already to those
who have followed closely Nigerian
politics - post-Obasanjo, post-Yar’Adua,
post-Jonathan up to now.
Though FFK’s open letter might get the
Tinubu camp aflutter, why now and why
him, one can hear them wringing their
hands in helplessness, there are some
ominous signs that, perhaps, the end has
come finally for the Jagaban of Borgu.
How so?
In 1999, Tinubu appointed professor of
law, Yemi Osinbajo, as Commissioner of
Justice and Attorney General. No doubt,
the Governor would have been impressed
with the smallish, bookish Pentecostal
evangelist to have reappointed him in the
same ministry after his first tenure in
2003. Osinbajo remains one of the few
Commissioners in Lagos State to have
retained the same portfolio all through
Tinubu’s eight years in office as governor.
All was going swimmingly for former
governor and protégé until 2015, the year,
it now seems, BAT embarked on a
self-destructive downhill journey although
he did not know it at the time.

Nigerians pretty much know how a
coalition of parties got together to form
the APC to boot out the ruling PDP under
Goodluck Jonathan. They also know the
prominent role BAT played in the union
and in the making of PMB. The
understanding, according to a
gentleman’s agreement reached between
Buhari and Tinubu, was that the
kingmaker will be the APC presidential
candidate’s running mate. It never got to
be.
At a private meeting somewhere in Abuja,
Buhari was said to have tried to convince
Tinubu that choosing him as running
mate would have spelt doom for the party
in the 2015 presidential election. It was
not hard to see why. Buhari is a Muslim
from the north and Tinubu a Muslim from
the south. It just wouldn’t work with
suspicious Nigerian voters, Buhari told the
kingmaker.
The kingmaker took offence, claiming he’d
been hard done by and even shouted at
the surprised General. This was clearly a
betrayal, BAT would have felt. For all his
genius as a political strategist, Tinubu
failed this time, he failed to see what an
Army General had foreseen long before
the private meeting.
Of course, a running mate had to be
found. The story of how Osinbajo became
Buhari’s running mate is now very well
known. The trio of Bisi Akande, Ibikunle
Amosun and Rauf Aregbesola made a
case for Osinbajo, a Christian from the
southwest, to be running mate to Buhari.
Tinubu refused, angrily it was said. Not
him, never! Osinbajo got to be anyway,
despite Tinubu’s protestations.
There is a saying that people are not
always there when others decide their
fate. It was exactly so with Osinbajo. He
was in Lagos when he was summoned to
Abuja in 2015. The rest, as they say, is
history.
And the question remains: what chances
does a man have, a man who insulted a
president-to-be right to his face and
rejected his running mate within minutes,
of winning the APC primaries considering
that the same running mate will also
contest?
The answer has been known to many but,
apparently, not to BAT himself or even his
camp. For months rumours made the
round Vice President Osinbajo will contest
the APC primaries. But early last month,
Osinbajo made his intention public. Yes,
he will contest the primaries, in effect
pitting him against his former boss,
Tinubu.
Osinbajo’s declaration, some now impute,
is the death knell of Tinubu’s political
career. Bookmakers are already
forecasting an Osinbajo victory at the APC
primaries on May 30, 31 to the total
surprise and dismay of the Jagaban of
Borgu. And FFK’s letter of retirement may
just become handy thereafter.

AGRIC

IFAD distributes fertilizer,

other farm inputs to 447 rural
farmers in Taraba

T

he International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD)’s Value Chain
Development Programme (VCDP)
has distributed fertilizer and other
farm inputs to 447 poor rural rice
and cassava farmers in Taraba.
Dr Fatima Aliyu, the Acting National
Programme Coordinator (NPC) of
VCDP, while distributing the items in
Jalingo, explained that it was made
possible through IFAD’s COVID-19
Rural Poor Stimulus Facility grant.
According to him, the facility grants
to VCDP, through the Federal
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, is meant to cushion
the effect of COVID-19 pandemic on
poor rural farmers.
Represented by Mr Musa Dalang,
Aliyu said the grant is meant
for farmers in nine states of the
country, namely Enugu, Kogi,

Nasarawa, Anambra, Benue, Niger,
Ogun, Taraba and Ebonyi.
Aliyu commended Gov. Darius
Ishaku for his continued support to
VCDP programmes in the state.
Earlier, Mr Irimiya Musa, the state
Programme Coordinator (SPC),
noted that the programme, funded
by the tripartite arrangement of
the Federal Government of Nigeria
(FGN), IFAD and the participating
states, is aimed at changing the
fortunes of the poor farmers
captured on VCDP data base.
According to him, the farmers cut
across the eight VCDP intervening
Local Government councils in
Taraba, including Ardokola, Gassol,
Bali, Donga, Jalingo, Karim-Lamido,
Takum and Wukari.
“The main objective of the
programme is to enhance, on a
sustainable basis, the incomes

and food security of poor rural
households engaged in production,
processing and marketing of rice
and cassava in the state,” he said.
Mr Saleh Pavali, the representative
of the Taraba Ministry of Agriculture
and Natural Resources, lauded
VCDP for recording so much
success in rice and cassava
production in the state.
“IFAD VCDP has achieved much in
the field of implementation of its
activities which increased yield in
rice production from 1.75 metric
tonnes per hectare to 4.8 metric
tonnes per hectare for the rainy
season farming,” he said.
The Agro inputs distributed at the
event include two bags of NPK and
one bag of Urea fertilizer to each
farmer, 25Kg certified rice seeds
and two litres of herbicides to each
farmer.
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How NEDC under Goni
Alkali’s Leadership is
Realizing itsw Mandate in
North East
By Auwal Ahmad Umar and Aisha S. Rabo

Fact finding, needs assessment tours, & courtesy calls

T

he proverbial golden fish that has no hiding place has
become the new mantra of a Federal Government
commission that is working to address the developmental
and infrastructure deficits in Gombe State and the North
East in general.
The North-East Development
Commission (NEDC), which
was established in 2017, has as
parts of its mandates the task
of coordinating the resettlement,
rehabilitation, reintegration and
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reconstruction of infrastructure
for victims of terrorism, as well as
tackling the menace of poverty,
illiteracy, ecological challenges in
the North-Eastern states and other
related matter. And without mincing

words, the commission has done
the needful in terms of fulfilling the
essence of its establishment in the
North-East sub-region.

COVER STORY
reduction, Information and
The Commission is
mandated with the
Communications Technology
This is why we get the tractors (ICT), and economic
responsibility of receiving and
The North East
managing funds allocated
to be distributed to farmers. The empowerment.
Development Commission
by the Federal Government
tractors are assembled by the
remains committed to
and international donors
for the resettlement,
local people who were trained to recovering the livelihood, health,
and educational standard of the
rehabilitation, reintegration,
do the job and will also be there people of the North East.
and reconstruction of roads,
houses, and business
to train others to know how to Since the inauguration of
premises of victims of
assemble,’’ he said.
the North East Development
insurgency and terrorism
Commission on 8th May 2019
as well as tackling the
by President Muhammadu
menace of poverty, illiteracy,
Buhari, the Board, Management,
ecological problems and any
and Staff of the Commission
other related environmental
have been working
or developmental challenges
NEDC has intervened in several
assiduously
to meet its mandate
in the North-East States, and related sectors ranging from health,
of reconstructing, resettling, and
matters.
education, housing, agriculture,
rebuilding the region after more
environment, infrastructure, poverty
In other to meet its mandates,
than a decade of the devastation

Food and non-food items distribution In Garkida, Gombi IGA of Adamawa State
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Food and non-food items distribution to returning IDPs back to
their original places of Abode

caused by the menace of Boko
Haram insurgency.
The Commission, having been
saddled with the responsibility of
developing the North East states in
terms of education, roads, health,
agriculture, industries, and above
all, peace and security of the
region, has not failed in finding their
pathway in that direction.
In the realization of its mandate
of intervention and rehabilitation
programs aimed at alleviating
the menace of poverty, illiteracy,
ecological problems, and
other related environmental or
developmental challenges in the
North East, the commission in
its short term developmental
plan for first quarter of 2020 has
implemented amongst others, some
strategic projects which include
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Operation Two Projects per Local
Government in the 112 LGA’s across
the region.

program so that people will go back
to the farm in more organize and
driven way.

Mr. Mohammed Goni Alkali, the
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of NEDC when
inaugurating some projects in
Gombe State said the commission
had distributed tractors, power
tillers, and other equipment in
efforts to assist farmers in the
North East to ease the difficulties in
carrying out their vocations.

“This is why we get the tractors
to be distributed to farmers. The
tractors are assembled by the local
people who were trained to do the
job and will also be there to train
others to know how to assemble,’’
he said.

Alkali said the decision to deepen
intervention in the agricultural
sector through the distribution of
farm implements was a result of the
fact that over 95 percent of North
East depend on agriculture, and we
have designed an integrated Agric

The Chief Executive Officer
added that the commission had
put in place plans to ensure the
sustainability of the implementation
by “establishing servicing centers
for repairing such tractors in the
event of a breakdown. We don’t
want a situation whereby tractors
will be abandoned just because it
broke down and there is nobody to

Infectious diseases laboratory, Bauchi State

repair or service it.’’
According to him, farmers had also
been empowered through training in
modern farming techniques which
he sees as a major tool toward
ensuring increased productivity in
the sector.
Alkali stated that the major
challenge in the North East was
how to engage and empower
the youths who form the larger
population, stressing that there is
no state in the sub-region where
you would not find young men and
women roaming the streets with
nothing to do.
The Commission has also
strengthened dry season farming
in the region to augment what is
being produced by farmers during
wet season farming. Besides
the distribution of project vehicles
and motorcycles in this regard,
the Commission had made hand
tractors and mini tractors to support
farming activities in all states of the
region.
NEDC has over time empowered

thousands of farmers in each of the
six States, to cultivate more than
they use to do and this intervention
had paid off, especially in the
area of food security in a region

In Gombe Local
Government, the
Commission sited solar
power project in Specialist
Hospital; we also supplied
about 944 vines of antisnake venoms to Kaltungo
Snakebite Hospital.

ravaged by insurgency and needs
a dire intervention in that regards
to ensure food availability and
create employment for the youth
through the sector. The Commission
had also provided inputs and
mechanization and extension
services to farmers.

In this regard, NEDC is adopting
agriculture to harness the sector
to feed the nation and create
employment for several youths
who were either displaced
or unemployed while also
empowering women and
smallholders farmers to eradicate
poverty in several communities
across the North East states.
In healthcare provision, the NEDC
has become a household name
as its intervention in that regard
had impacted positively on states
across the North East Zone in line
with the need for improvement
in health care services being
rendered in the zone.
The medical outreach organized
by the commission was aimed
at delivering emergency-free
medical services to the people
in the region that have been
affected by the insurgency, and
have been displaced from their
homes. Under this outreach,
thousands of patients were seen;
this is to show how important
and timely such intervention was.
For the record, NEDC has always
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Established and equipped infectious diseases laboratory at the specialist hospital Jalingo, Taraba State

intervened in areas of urgent needs
aimed at taking the people out
of poverty. During the outreach,
teams of professional medical
and non-medical personnel
carried out several medical
services ranging from General
outpatient consultations to surgical
interventions. The intervention
was to increase the access of
community members in the North
East, especially those affected by
the insurgency, to qualitative health
care.
A team of qualified professional
medical and non-medical personnel
was recruited to offer medical
services to the host community
as citizens were made to enjoy
the medical supplies provided to
improve the health of the people
of the host facility. Consultation
rooms and emergency points were
set up within the host facility; the
emergency departments were
used to attend to emergencies with
supplies being provided by the team.
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The Commission under its Rapid
Response Initiative project has
supported the health sectors in all
six states of the North East with

“The proposed 10-year
North East Development
Master Plan consists of 10
Pillars.

drugs, and equipment, as well as
renovated health centers to improve
health service delivery in the state.
This intervention has made the
establishment of the Commission

worthwhile, especially in a zone that
is seeking to improve the wellbeing
of the people through quality,
affordable and accessible healthcare
services in the region. With what
has been observed so far, indeed,
what insurgency had taken
from the people of the North
East in terms of health, NEDC
is restoring through massive
support to the health sector.
For instance, in Gombe State, a
lot had been done in this regard.
In December 2021, the NEDC
handed over some of the health
interventions to the Gombe State
Government.
An official of the commission,
Alhaji Shehu Abdullahi, stated
that the intervention in the sector
covered five local government
areas of the state namely: Gombe,
Shongom, Kaltungo, Funakaye, and
Nafada.
“In Gombe Local Government, the

Commission sited solar power
project in Specialist Hospital; we
also supplied about 944 vines of
anti-snake venoms to Kaltungo
Snakebite Hospital”.

He added that the commission
supplied equipment for the upgrade
of Filiya Primary Health Centre
(PHC) to a Cottage Hospital while
renovating three PHCs under
Funakaye Local Council.
According to him, three PHCs were
also renovated in Nafada Local
Government Council. Abdullahi said
in an interview that the Commission
spent N550million in 2020 to provide
support to all the 11 LGAs of the
state, noting that the intervention
cuts across different sectors from
health, agriculture, education, and
water supply.
He stated that the move was to
complement the state government’s
effort to improve the well-being

of the good people of the state in
line with the desire of the Federal
Government to reduce poverty.
While receiving the donation through
a document, Dr. Habu Dahiru, the
Gombe State Commissioner of
Health, said the interview was timely
and well appreciated given the need
for such intervention.

Dahiru stated that the intervention
had added value to the facilities
provided by the state government to
improve service delivery in the health
centers across the state.
He stated that the delivery of antisnake venom was timely given the
season where snakebite cases
always increase because farmers
were still collecting harvested crops
from their farmlands. He said the
delivery of the anti-snake venom
had reduced death from snake bites,
adding that the center also serves
people from neighboring states too.

Dahiru stated that efforts were on
to upgrade the Kaltungo Snakebite
Hospital to a research institute
where research would be carried out
to produce anti-snake venom.
I believe a similar gesture was done
for the other states in the North
East region which has contributed
to the improvement in health care,
especially in rural communities.
As part of the commission’s efforts
at empowering youths in the region
to equip them with the requisite
knowledge on how to fend for
themselves as well as become selfreliant, the commission has also
been leveraging ICT as one of the
most modern and important tools
to empower youths as thousands
of them have been trained in
various activities like Computer
graphics and mobile phones repair
as a way of giving them the needed
contemporary skills to survive and
earn a living.
Thousands of women and youths
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NEDC ICT RESOURCE TRAINING CENTREIN THE SIX STATES

had been trained in the repairs of
computers and as well as computer
graphics. All these are being
done to tighten the nuts against
unemployment in the North East as
a tool to ensure that the youths are
not made available to be recruited
by enemies of the country to
unleash mayhem on citizens and
distort peaceful coexistence in
the region and the country.
In the advent of COVID-19, the
NEDC did not allow the people
and governments of the region
to shoulder the impact alone.
The commission responded with
the speed of light, embarking
on several activities including
sensitization of residents of
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communities and IDP camps,
procurement and distribution of
health sector equipment’s and
consumables for protection against
the virus and supporting treatment
and management of Covid 19.
The Commission’s intervention

Thousands of women
and youths had been
trained in the repairs
of computers and
as well as computer
graphics.

actions were designed to support
both preventive and therapeutic
obligations, which was why the
Commission started with public
awareness campaigns on the
dangers of the pandemic and
produced media materials in the
major languages spoken in the
Region for broadcast on radio and
TV platforms across all the six
States.
Critical items were distributed
that were expected to boost the
containment of the pandemic
in the Region, as well as provide
therapeutic capabilities to the
Tertiary Health Institutions in the
Region.

The Commission built
advanced health facilities
in different states of
the region ranging from
different bed facilities
which were fully equipped
and utilized as Screening/
Isolation centers.

by representatives from
relevant ministries,
departments, agencies,
security agencies,
traditional rulers, civil
society organizations,
youths and women
groups.

As part of its mandate
to rehabilitate the
northeastern part of the
country destroyed by Boko
Haram insurgents, the
North East Development
Commission (NEDC) held
stakeholders’ consultative
meetings with relevant
stakeholders in the region
to draft a development
master plan for the region.
The meetings which were
held in all states of the
Northeast were attended

In one of the meetings
held in Gombe, the
Managing Director
of the commission,
Mohammed Alkali,
explained that NEDC was
established by President
Muhammadu Buhari as
a direct response to the
devastation and violence
the northeast region went
through due to insurgency.
He said the commission
is charged with the
responsibility to recover,

1,000 Out of 10,000 mass housing units commissioned at ngowon, Mafa Local Government, Maiduguri
to facilitate the resettlement of IDPs in their various communities across the state
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Presentation of certificates/starter packs to graduands of nedc ICT Training Program in Adamawa State
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stabilize and develop
the region saying to
achieve that, the NEDC
is developing a master
plan based on the needs
assessment of the zone
to be known as the
“North-East Stabilisation
and Development
Master Plan. According
to him, the master plan
will contain programs
and schemes that
promote and facilitate
the physical and socioeconomic development
of the region.
“The proposed 10-year
North East Development
Master Plan consists
of 10 Pillars. It will
encompass the relevant
aspects of development
plans and policies
of the Gombe state
government and those
of other partners. In this
meeting, the progress
made so far in the
master plan project
will be presented to

According to him,
farmers had also been
empowered through
training in modern
farming techniques
which he sees as a major
tool toward ensuring
increased productivity in
the sector.
stakeholders and their
inputs solicited for
inclusion in the plan,” he
said.
With the intervention of
the commission, there is
no doubt that the NEDC
is working as well as
living up to its mandate.
The commission

has remained one of
the best performing
Commissions, helping
to unfold the good
intentions of Mr.
President to the good
people of the North
East and it can only get
better.

Presentation of certificates/starter packs to graduands of nedc ICT Training Program
in Bauchi State
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NEDC and Changing Fortunes of a
Troubled Region

Presentation of certificates/Starter Packs to graduands of nedc ict training program in Borno Sstate

S

ince it was birthed, the
North East Development
Commission, NEDC, has lived
up to its billing as an intervention
agency, for both indigenes and
residents of Nigeria’s North East, a
region so troubled by Boko Haram
insurgency.
Only recently, the NEDC unveiled an
ambitious plan with a $6.7 billion
budget to rebuild the war-ravaged
North East region in the next ten
years. The plan will focus on peacebuilding and development projects
across the region.
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Entitled, “Northeast Stability
and Development Master Plan”
(NESDMP), the 10-year plan
hopes to clinically address the
humanitarian and development
challenges currently weighing down
the region.

Interestingly, the Commission
plans to enroll 70 per cent of the
children in school, while those in the
employment age will be engaged in
economically-productive ventures,
as part of efforts to combat
unemployment and reduce poverty.

NEDC Managing Director,
Mohammed Goni Alkali, said the
Commission plans to completely
remove Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) in the region by
2030, and reduce the number of
attacks and insurgencies by 60 per
cent in the next eight years.

Recalled that the NEDC also
established an Education
Endowment Fund (EEF) with a
seed capital of N6 billion for the
award of scholarships, capacity
building for teachers, medical
workers, agricultural extension
officers, and other professionals,

in its determined efforts to address the poor
human capital indices of the region.
NEDC
Set up in 2017, after the Bill establishing the
Commission was passed, NEDC was signed
as an Act on October 25th, 2017.
The Commission is the focal organization
charged with the responsibility to assess,
coordinate, harmonize and report on all
intervention programs, and initiatives by the
Federal Government or any of its Ministries,
Departments and Agencies (MDAs), States;

The signing into law of
the ‘NEDC Bill 2017’ by
President Muhammadu
Buhari, in October
2017, was a significant
statement to underscore
national concern with the
devastation suffered by
the region due to the Boko
Haram insurgency.

and other Development Partners and for the
implementation of all programs and initiatives
for the North East states; Adamawa, Bauchi,
Borno, Gombe, Taraba, Yobe, respectively.
Among other things, the NEDC is to receive
and manage funds from allocation of the

Federal Account and international
donors for the settlement,
rehabilitation and reconstruction
of roads, houses and business
premises of victims of insurgency
as well as tackling menace of
poverty, illiteracy level, ecological
problems and any other related
environmental or developmental
challenges in the North-East states.
The establishment Act further
mandates the NEDC to coordinate
“the resettlement, rehabilitation,

integration and reconstruction
of infrastructure for victims and
terrorism as well as tackling the
menace of poverty, illiteracy,
ecological challenges in the NorthEastern states and other related
matter”.
The signing into law of the ‘NEDC
Bill 2017’ by President Muhammadu
Buhari, in October 2017, was a
significant statement to underscore
national concern with the
devastation suffered by the region

due to the Boko Haram insurgency.
Sponsoring the NEDC Bill
The NEDC bill which became
a source of debate, initially, as
to its merits and demerits, was
sponsored by (then) Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Rt. Hon.
Yakubu Dogara with Senator Ali
Ndume.
In a remark during a plenary, Sen.
Bukola Saraki, then President of
the Senate, said, “the presidential
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Tractors and other farm implements donated to household farmers across North-East States

assent to the bill was a major
development in efforts by
the present administration to
restore peace and normalcy
in the north-east and making
the harrowing experience
of the people as a result of
insurgency a thing of the past.”
On his part Dogara said, “I
expect the expeditious coming
into force of the commission
will remedy the long years of
underdevelopment suffered by
the region. The recovery and
redevelopment of the region is
expected to last for decades.”

as well as bring another layer of
bureaucracy to efforts to rebuild the
region.

The signing into law of
the ‘NEDC Bill 2017’ by
President Muhammadu
Buhari, in October
2017, was a significant
statement to underscore
national concern with the
devastation suffered by
the region due to the Boko
Haram insurgency.

The NEDC Act gives the
Commission the mandate to
receive and manage funds
allocated by the Federal
Government and international
donor agencies for the resettlement,
rehabilitation, integration and
reconstruction of roads, houses and
business premises of victims of
insurgency.
Welcoming NEDC
“Everyone in Nigeria agrees that the
North East region, especially Borno
State, has suffered exceptional
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devastation of the kind that
warrants national and international
emergency response in order to get
the region back on its feet again.
“It will be recalled that in a previous
editorial last year, we opposed
establishment of NEDC because
we thought it will duplicate the
functions of federal, state and local
governments and their agencies

“Our position was not borne out of
lack of empathy for the plight of
the region because two years ago,
we called for a Marshal Plan of the
kind that pulled Europe out of the
devastation of World War Two for
the North East region.
“Since the bill to establish the
commission has now been signed
into law, we have dropped all our
objections and we hereby join well
wishers in advising it on how to
satisfy the aspirations of the people
and communities so blighted by
Boko Haram.
“The most important advice for
NEDC is that it should avoid the
mistakes, loopholes and scandals
that have bedevilled similar wellintentioned intervention agencies.
The one that readily comes to
mind is Niger Delta Development
Commission, NDDC.
“This agency was established many
years ago to address the region’s
devastation due to oil production
and transportation, but the general

consensus is that it has not made
the desired impact in terms of
environmental and structural
projects and human development in
the Niger Delta. Instead it became
a cesspool of corruption and a
metaphor for waste.

funds meant for hapless victims of
insurgency.
“No one must be allowed to
enrich himself or herself through
wasteful projects such as grass
cutting or over-invoiced contracts
at the expense of the victims of

Haram and Islamic State of West
African Province, ISWAP, insurgency
in the North-East has raged for over
a decade. The region has captured
global attention as the site of one
of the world’s worst humanitarian
crises.

Donations of ambulances to the northeast state
“NEDC may not be as awash in
money as NDDC, given the latter’s
rich source of funds. It is therefore
doubly imperative for NEDC to
husband the resources it gets and
apply them to the best use.
“We urge the government to put
in place stringent measures to
checkmate waste and corruption
and to promptly deal with anybody
found to have tampered with the

insurgency.
“We wish NEDC a successful tenure
of emergency intervention and pray
that it becomes a national success
story,” Daily Trust, one of the flagship
newspapers in the country, wrote
in an editorial, after the NEDC Bill
became an Act.
North East and Humanitarian Crisis
Since it began in 2009, the Boko

“The humanitarian consequence [of
the insurgency] here is great and one
of the worst in the world,” said Toby
Lanzer, the UN Assistant Secretary
and Regional Humanitarian
Coordinator for the Sahel Region
during a visit to Borno State in April
2016.
The footprint of the crisis spans
three states in the region – Borno,
Adamawa and Yobe – collectively
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known as the BAY states.
NEDC Governing Board
Inaugurating the NEDC Governing
Board, Buhari, at the Federal
Executive Council, FEC, Chamber
in February 2020, said the
establishment of the commission
was in fulfilment of
the pledge of his
administration to fast
track the development
of the region.

including the Federal Government
of Nigeria, international bilateral
donors, the African Development
Bank, the World Bank, the UN, the
European Union, USAID, UKAID/
DFID, as well as local donors.
“There are also hundreds of local
and international NGOs currently

various actors bring are culturally
appropriate.
“Coordinating the activities of NGOs
should therefore be of paramount
concern for the NEDC and should
be done in close consultation and
partnership with states and local
governments in the area. It should

The president also
said the establishment
of the commission
was in appreciation of
the massive electoral
support the zone gave
him in the 2015 and
2019 general elections.
For the successful takeoff of the commission,
PMB said N10 billion
was provided in this
year’s budget. He urged
the board to judiciously
use the fund.
He mandated the
board to conduct a
comprehensive survey
of all the states in the
northeast to know
the magnitude of the
damage caused by the
insurgency.
NEDC’s missions
On the establishment
of NEDC, David Kieghe,
a development and
management
consultant and
activist based in the
United Kingdom, UK,
posited: “The NEDC’s
mission is to lead
the reconstruction
and development of
Nigeria’s northeast.
“It is likely to consolidate
and replace other
initiatives such as the Victims
Support Fund (VSF), Presidential
Initiative on the North East (PINE),
and Presidential Committee on the
North East Initiative (PCNI).
“The funding of the Commission
will come from various sources
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Some rapid response intervention (RRI) project across the Northeast State
responding to the humanitarian
crisis in the region. A major
challenge is coordinating these
diverse actors, each with different
missions, to avoid duplicating
projects and programs. The other
challenge is how to ensure that
the activities and solutions that

also coordinate with the United
Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
which is also operating in the region.
“To promote community unity and
stabilization, the NEDC should
regularly consult with the ordinary

COVER STORY
people in the region (for whom it
was created) in determining and
prioritizing their needs. It should
ensure that solutions take into
account the culture and customs
of those it seeks to help, and
its economic initiatives should
empower ordinary people.

accelerated for the North East,
NEDC, developed NESDMP, a new
model to develop the infrastructure
and people in the region.
Goni Alkali, who disclosed this at
a ‘Humanitarian, Development,
and Peacebuilding Stakeholders’
Engagement Forum,” in Abuja,

programmes.
“The Act establishing the NEDC
provides the need to have a master
plan in terms of humanitarian
development and peace
building. The NESDMP plan is a
comprehensive plan that will cover
all human endeavours as it affects
the North-east.
“The NEDC Act clearly
outlines the process in
two-part: Baseline Studies
(establishing the extent
of damage and needs
assessment) and the
Masterplan (produces
schemes and programmes
with cost and timeline),”
Alkali said.
Speaking at the forum, lead
consultant of the master
plan, Dr. Kassim Gidado,
said the NESDMP 2030 was
aimed at achieving a thriving
and peaceful region.
On his part, Alexandra
Maclean, the head
humanitarian team, Foreign,
Commonwealth, and
Development Office, UK,
said the continuing crisis in
North-east Nigeria remained
a significant priority for
the UK and that after over
12 years of conflict in the
region, the value of the
NESDMP could not be
overemphasised.
Chairman, master plan’s
committee, Prof. Umar
Bobboi, said: “We cannot
wait until ‘total’ peace is
achieved. Each area will
be addressed by the plan
looking at the prevailing
situation. That means you
have to have risk analysis on
where to cite projects.”

“Over time, the NEDC will need to
invest in data systems, education,
health care, housing, skills training,
and agriculture. If successfully
implemented, the NEDC has
the opportunity to make a real
difference in the lives of Nigerians in
the northeast”.
NEDC’s Development Plan
Towards fast-tracking an

recently, described the master plan
as an all-inclusive roadmap for
peace, reconciliation, rehabilitation,
reconstruction, and resettlement.
He said the plan also encompassed
redevelopment and sustainable
growth of the region, and would
focus on alleviating poverty
and promoting prosperity using
transformative projects and

Building rail lines across N/East
In order to reconstruct, rehabilitate
and revitalise the Northeastern
states, NEDC has included the vision
to build rail lines that link all the six
northeastern states, in its master
plan, so as to ease transportation.
According to the overview of the
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Commissioning of the reconstructed Kudzum bridge in Adamawa state by NEDC
master plan, the rail line is to
connect Yola to Gombe via Mubi,
Jalingo to Yobe, Maiduguri to the
South-South so as to change its
narratives in encouraging trade
across other states of the country.
This was made known by Goni
Alkali, during its consultative
meeting with the Adamawa State
stakeholders on NESDMP.
Alkali, the MD of NEDC, who was
represented by Prof. Bobboi,
explained that the master plan shall
contain programs and schemes that
promote and facilitate the physical
and socio-economic development of
the Northeast zone.
Mass Housing for N/East Residents
Desirous of providing shelter for
thousands of displaced persons in
the North East, NEDC, constructed

34

Northeast Star

1,000 housing units in Borno State,
while awarding a contract for
building 500 mass housing units in
Yobe, Bauchi and Adamawa State.

Borno State.

The type of houses NEDC is building
is the cluster block style, which
consists of blocks of four units of
2-bedroom bungalows with veranda
and courtyard. Each block sits on
four hundred square meters, with a
fence separating each twin-facing
houses, covered kitchens and
toilets/bathrooms, and ample space
for home living activities.

In the last quarter of 2021, NEDC
also flagged-off the distribution of
food and non-food items to address
the rapidly deteriorating food
insecurity situation in the North East
and in Adamawa State, in particular.

The facilities would also be provided
with street lights, reticulated water
supply system, and commercial
spaces among others.
NEDC also funded, entirely, the
equipping of the Technical and
Vocational/Skills Centres around

Food and non-food items
distribution

NEDC has also commissioned and
handed over the Burn Centre at the
Federal Medical Centre, Yola, which
would cater for the high incidences
of burn injuries and other associated
incidences in the State.
Other NEDC projects in Adamawa
Other projects awarded by the NEDC
which were commissioned last year
and handed over to the Adamawa
State Government include the fully
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equipment, personal protective
equipment and medical supplies
to the Taraba State government.
NEDC turning N/East into ICT
Hub
Thanks to NEDC,
States in the North
East are gradually
becoming Nigeria’s
IT Hub. It is worthy
to note that the
Commission
currently has six ICT
entrepreneurship
centres in Taraba,
Adamawa, Gombe,
Bauchi, Yobe and
Borno, and has
concluded plans to
establish 12 more
across the six states.

Since NEDC was floated

At the moment, NEDC is
sponsoring the reconstruction
work at three destroyed bridges
on the Mubi to Madagali Highway.
The Commission also wants to
resuscitate and operationalize
some government-owned
Technology Skills Acquisition
Centres in Adamawa.
NEDC has also supported Taraba
state in the area of Agriculture,
Health, ICT among others,
even as the fully-equipped
NEDC ICT Resource Centre at
Taraba State University, and a
molecular laboratory/infectious
disease Centre at the State
specialist hospital, have been
commissioned.
The Commission, in July last year,
also handed over agricultural
inputs, mechanized farming

“In my opinion, he struck gold
when he made transparency and

According to the Nigerianborn human rights activist,
NEDC has redefined what
an interventionist agency
should represent.

NEDC’s motive for
establishing more
ICT centres is to
empower youths in the
region with necessary
vocational skills that
would lead to the
creation of more jobs.

equipped Molecular Laboratory at
the State Specialist Hospital, Yola.

the ground running with a clear
idea of what is needed to be done
to bring about normalcy in the
region.

Since the creation of NEDC, a
lot has happened in North-East
Nigeria, according to Philip
Agbese, a human rights activist.
The United Kingdom-based
Agbese, in an opinion article, said:
“The North East Development
Commission, as we all know, is an
interventionist agency. However,
the case of the NEDC has
somewhat proven different from
other interventionist agencies in
the country.”
“There has been a consistent
drive towards achieving its core
mandate in rebuilding North
East Nigeria that had suffered
phenomenal destruction since
2009 when the Boko Haram
group began its violent campaign
against Nigeria.
“Consequently, this piece is
a critical examination of the
activities of the NEDC and its
impact on the lives of the people
in North-East Nigeria. As a first,
the choice of administrators is
worthy of mention. I dare say
that the managing director hit

accountability his watchword. I
dare say that in my many years
of research on post-conflict
societies, the case of North-East
Nigeria stands tall in the sense
that the commitment of the
government towards addressing
the challenges that came about
as a result of the Boko Haram
insurgency is topnotch.
Normalcy back to North East
“It would thus be stale news to
say that normalcy has returned
to North-East Nigeria. It would
also be stale news to say that the
various interventions of the NEDC
have had a profound impact on
the lives of people in North-East
Nigeria.
“The case of the NEDC is indeed
a testament that nothing is
impossible in Nigeria with
exemplary leadership. And this
much the leadership of the NEDC
led by Mohammed Goni Alkali has
displayed since its inception.”
Redefining interventionist agency
According to the Nigerian-born
human rights activist, NEDC has
redefined what an interventionist
agency should represent.
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He said: “It has set lofty records, and
paramount, it has never ceased to
put smiles on the faces of the people
of North-East Nigeria.

the region. Under this arrangement,
the beneficiaries include; 5 000
bachelor’s degree, 336 Masters and
54 Doctorate Degree candidates.

“I must say that the success of the
NEDC is not magic or luck but rather
a function of strategic planning and
implementation of programmes with
a direct impact on the people. For
instance, the NEDC has executed
224 developmental projects in 112
Local government areas across
the six North-East states
under the Rapid Response
Intervention (RRI), as part of the
comprehensive master plan to
holistically rebuild the region
based on the recommendations
and demands of the states in the
areas of education, health, social
infrastructure, agriculture and
WASH.

“The funds would also be used
for skills and acquisition training
and provision of starter packs to
5,000 Information Communication
Technology (ICT) skills, 5,000 women
and youths on entrepreneurship, and
2,000 other vocational skills in each
of the 1,028 wards in the Northeast.

“The case of the NEDC is
indeed a testament that
nothing is impossible in
Nigeria with exemplary
leadership. And this much
the leadership of the NEDC
led by Mohammed Goni
Alkali has displayed since
its inception.”

“According to the managing
director of the NEDC, the
projects were part of the early
recovery actions plans by the
Commission to return simple
infrastructure which included,
public and institutional structure,
boreholes and culvert that were
ravaged by the insurgency to function
again. And the impact has been
phenomenal.
“It is also instructive to state that
the NEDC has earmarked N6 billion
to replenish the 10 per cent annual
grants on scholarship for students in
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This is indeed brilliant and an
indication that the infrastructural and
economic development of North-East
Nigeria is well on course.
“For some of us that are conversant
with the level of destruction in
North-East Nigeria, we cannot but

be appreciative of the efforts of the
leadership drive of the NEDC towards
achieving its core mandate. And it
is succinct to state that the NEDC
has surpassed expectations, and it
behoves on stakeholders to extend
support to the leadership of the
NEDC towards achieving its overall
mandate.
Responding to IDPs’ needs
“Another area that I must not fail
to mention is how the NEDC has
responded to the needs of the IDPs
in the region. For example, the
NEDC is reaching out to IDP during
Ramadan fasting by ensuring that
their needs are met and not being
denied the opportunity to participate
in this religious exercise.
“The NEDC has been proactively
involved in the distribution of food
items to IDPs during the fasting
period. As a fact, the impact of this
initiative has been tremendous. It has
given the IDPs a sense of belonging
to that effect and the best of times
in the Ramadan period. This is aside
other numerous interventions that
have indeed touched lives and given
the people hope that certainly there
is light at the end of the tunnel”.
Agbese went on: “I must not fail
to add that all of these would not
have been possible without the
display of commitment by President
Muhammadu Buhari towards
ensuring that normalcy returns to

North-East Nigeria. This much he
exhibited with the choice of people
appointed to lead the drive towards
achieving the mandate of the NEDC.
And I am glad that the leadership of
the NEDC have been alive to their
responsibilities.

Turning around N/East situation

“The Mohammed Goni Alkali led
management have put the interest
of the people at heart. They have
displayed an unalloyed commitment
that speaks volume of service to
humanity. I dare say that anyone
conversant with the operations of
the NEDC would readily attest to the
fact that the NEDC can be regarded
as a gift to the people of North-East
Nigeria.

The tabloid stressed the need for
NEDC to step up its activities.

“It has been alive to its
responsibilities and set standards
worthy of emulation by other
interventionist agencies in the
country. I dare say that should those
saddled with the responsibility of
implementing government policies
imbibe the approach of the NEDC
management, Nigeria would
experience sustainable growth and
development.
“At this point, I would like
to commend the managing
director of the NEDC for this rare
display of sound leadership that
has translated the hopes and
aspirations of the people of NorthEast Nigeria into tangible realities.
His work ethics is infectious.
His passion is unrivalled. His
commitment to fulfilling the
mandate of the NEDC is also
noteworthy.
“I dare say that should those in
leadership positions imbibe such
disposition; we would be sure of life
been meaningful for all and sundry.
However, I must not fail to add that
it is not yet Uhuru as there is still
work to be done. Consequently,
this is my charge to the leadership
of the NEDC; do not rest on your
oars as the mandate of the NEDC
is not a one-off event; instead, it is a
continuum.
“They must strive for an
improvement in their operations,
which is necessary given the
enormity of the task at hand. In
these circumstances, I doff my hat
for the management of the NEDC.
It is indeed an example of what
purposeful leadership entails.”

The Nation newspaper, in an
editorial titled, “Rebuilding the North
East,” argued that NEDC has a duty
to turn the situation in the region
around.

“It has the duty of stepping up
advocacy for the reconstruction
process and encouraging the private
sector to participate fully. But it can
only do this by being transparent
in the application of resources
mobilised from national and
international bodies.
“It, being a product of law, has
responsibility of continually getting
professional bodies to ascertain
the quality of jobs being done
and basic human needs provided

contribute their quota to the national
economy.
“General Paul Tarfa who heads the
board of the commission has his
job cut out for him. If he discharged
his task creditably, history would
remember him for good. The
commission should not be allowed
to go the way of similar intervention
agencies that only had abandoned
projects to show for their decades of
existence, despite funds allocated.

“The people of the North East
have roads, water supply lines,
electricity transmission facilities,
schools, medical centres and other
monuments that tell tales of Boko
Haram devastation, reminding them
that life is yet to return to normal.
General Tarfa and his men should
wipe tears off the faces of the
hapless and innocent people.”

NEDC also funded,
entirely, the equipping
of the Technical and
Vocational/Skills Centres
around Borno State.

before returning the people to their
ancestral homes. All key actors
in previous schemes such as the
General T.Y. Danjuma-led Victims
Support Fund and the defunct
Presidential Initiative on the North
East (PINE) still have roles to play.
“Having been enlisted in the project
at some point, their interest should
not be allowed to wane. They
could be involved in some of the
commission’s activities.
“President Muhammadu Buhari’s
promise to restore peace to the
region before he hands over to his
successor in May, next year, can
only be meaningful if the towns and
villages are occupied again by the
indigenes who are fully mobilised to

Challenges and way forward for
NEDC
Aside challenges posed by long
years of the war on terror, States
in the North East, are bedeviled
by widespread poverty,
infrastructural deficit and
climate vulnerabilities, among
others.

Hence, there is the need for
concerted efforts to change the
tide and NEDC’s plan provides a
pivotal direction in that regard.
Since the cost of rebuilding the
North East is high, stakeholders
in public and private sectors need
to support the move by pooling
resources together.
With the support of all relevant
stakeholders, the NEDC’s master
plan, which embodies all that is
needed to facilitate the physical and
socio-economic development of the
region, if carefully implemented, will
radically change the narrative of the
region.
It is also imperative that
government, as well as the
management of NEDC, summon the
political will, formed by the courage
of their conviction, to do what is
necessary for rehabilitating the
region.
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INTERVIEW

Rotimi Ameachi

C

Can fix Nigeria
-Cmrd. Sadiq Abubakar Jikta
National Coordinator, Fusion774.

an we meet you Sir?

My name is Sadiq Abubakar
Jikta, I am an entrepreneur,
a government reform advocate,
development consultant, and a
Knowledge Based Economy (KBE)
development promoter in the
country. I hold a diploma in Civil
and Islamic Law, and
HND in Business
Administration
and

Management, from Ramat
Polytechnic, Maiduguri, Borno
state, PGD in Education in view,
couple with other professional
certificates. I am from Jere LGA
of Borno State, born in Cross
Rivers state, I am the Managing
Director, of Megabond Resources
and Projects Limited, Executive
Director, Global Network for
Knowledge and Development,
Chairman, newly
established North-east
Economic Forum (NEEF)
and convener, National
Coordinator, Fusion 774.
What can you tell about
your group “Fusion
774”?

Thank you
for asking me
this question.
Fusion774 is a political
governance and Socioeconomic advocacy
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group, for the enthronement of
good governance in the country.
It has grassroots appeal that
comprised of people of character,
content and socio-economic and
political worth, its membership cut
across the 774 local government
areas of the country.
Why was it formed, what are the
aims and objectives of Fusion
774?
Fusion 774 was born in response
to majority of Nigerians resolve
to advocate and agitate for
leadership that truly feels the pulse
of its citizens; Leadership that
can be trusted, Leadership that
is deliberate about meeting the
people’s yearnings and aspirations
and of course leadership that is
driven by the desire to serve and
make significant impact going
forward.

Fusion 774 have strategic
objectives, and poised to express
her mandate via advocacy visits,
door to door campaigns, town
halls, village squares and strategic
rallies across the country. Fusion
774 intends to further drive deeper
its campaigns into the hearts of
the people by identifying potential
voters through her poling unit agent
template/structure. The goals
of Fusion 774 is essentially
anchored on the determination
to drive three goals;

today, our call is borne out of the
security situation in the country
today, the threat to our national
security is of immense concern, the
23 years in
our

Mobilization: Because
power truly belongs to the
people and such power
can only be expressed via
the instrumentality of the
ballot, hence Fusion 774 is
committed to encourage and
mobilize eligible voters to get
registered and exercise their
franchise accordingly.
Sensitization: Fusion 774 will
embark on a massive sensitization
from the grassroots including
city-wide and states-wide support
for the candidates of our choice,
while at the same time boosting
popularity and support based in all
the 36 states and the FCT.
Protection of Electoral votes: Fusion
774 will inspire the electorates to
get to the polling units on election
day and vote for our choice
candidate and protect their
votes, and of course make sure
the BVAs processes are being
adhered to without obstruction.
Our efforts is to emphasize on
the dire need of Nigerians to
have the basic necessities of live
they deserve. This emphasis is
to pursue people friendly political
governance that respond to their
yearnings and aspirations, which
are strong and effective local
government system, institutional
reforms, strong and effective
security system, housing for all,
total economic revitalization.
You were recently on
National Television calling
upon Ambassador .T.Y. Buratai
to contest for the office of the
President in 2023, Why do you
think the retired Army officer is fit
for that?
Our reason is very simple, as we all
know the situation of the country

democratic
dispensation, we have witness
different threat to our survival as
a country from civil disturbances,
ethnic and religious conflicts, the
Niger Delta agitations, the bokoharam insurrection, cattle rustling,
kidnapping, banditry public service

the country. Citizens can no longer
live freely or in peace, citizens
lives under different threat to lives
and properties. This situation has
created unassuming hardship in
the land, it is now difficult for
citizens to access the basic
needs of life, yet the
government of the
day find it hard to
tackle the security
situation headon, it is now for
citizens to resort
to self help.
Today, we
are in a very
challenging
times in this
country, this
situation called
for citizen to
fully choose
their leaders by
themselves not who
presents himself as
candidate for contest,
as in the situation in the
country today. Citizens should
have to participate in the process
of vetting who ever should lead
them, this is the ideal Fusion774 is
pushing to the to the front burner.
We at Fusion 774 believed and layed
emphasis on choosing leaders
with the required experience and
track record, especially to
handle the security situation
the country is facing. The
emphasis on addressing
insecurity is with the believe
that if this is addressed, other
sector of the economic will
fall in line.

The same basic
philosophy I try to
imbibe live in like, “live
and lets live”, do not fear
failure but if you believe
strong in something
stand up and fight for it.
corruption, I know you will wonder
why I added corruption in the public
service, this is the mother of them
all, but unfortunately, it is not called
by it name because the perpetrator
are the decision makers, as you
know a thief can’t catch himself.
This is the precarious situation in

We vetted those that have
handled security offices in
the country since 1999 to
date using our laid down
parameters. Amb. Yusufu
Buratai (Lt. Gen. Rtd) came
outstanding among them
all. That is why we came to
the decision he should be the
one to pilot the affairs of the
country at this point of our
national life.
Amb. T.Y. Buratai held different
positions in the Army. Before he
became COAS, he was the Brigade
commander in Port-harcourt
during the governorship of Rt.
Hon. Chibuike Rotimi Ameachi at
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the early stage of the Niger Delta
Militant groups, and was able to
support the state in addressing the
security situation. This testimony
was made by Ameachi himself.
Then to the era of Buratai leading
the Multi-national in the Republic
of Chad and Niger, to his time as
COAS which witness monumental
achievements by weakening the
momentum of Boko-haram. He
implemented far-reaching reforms
in the Army - he led a technocratic
military professionalism; he is well
positioned as a strong figure in
peace and national security; he
has image of a decisive leader who
could get things done; and he is also
described as best-place to take on
the hard challenge of defeating the
enemies of the state. With these, we
believe that if given the opportunity
as the president of the country, he
can bring the much needed solution
and the desired development to the
country.
Now that Buratai has declined to
heed your call. What is your next
line of action?
Yes! We were able to meet with
him in person, what happened was
after our call on him to contest, we
wrote him officially of our request
for him to contest, and eventually
met with him. He appreciated and
thanked us for seeing him fit for the
elated office of the president. He
explained his position as a serving
public servant, and also made us
understand that we are not the first
group that called on him to contest,
which made him to come out and
make a public statement on his
stance. He made us understand
that the statement still stands, but
our calls have made him to expand
consultations in that regard, and
to inform us of his decision to
support Rt. Hon. Rotimi Chibuike
Ameachi. Don’t get us wrong, our
call to him does not mean it must
be as president. The most important
is to be available to the service
of the country at any capacity
whenever one is called to do so. At
the moment, Amb. Buratai is part of
Ameachi’s consultation/campaign
team. This is a testimony that
Ameachi himself have seen what
we saw in Amb. T.Y. Buratai (Lt. Gen.
Rtd). We will continue to agitate and
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advocate for the right leadership for
the country. And will also continue
with the tempo we started with
no backing down or slumber on
our side. We believe that Rotimi
Ameachi can fix Nigeria, that is why
we discussed with our members
who are part of the APC presidential
convention to vote for him and give
him the maximum cooperation he
may deserve.

Nigerian economy. It suffices to say
that the Buhari APC administration
has achieved more than Nigerians
know, you know most Nigerians
don’t do their fact check.

What do you think is the solution to
the persisting lingering insecurity
in Nigeria?

Yes, if you look at housing issues
in Nigeria, you will discover that we
have a lot of housing deficit. Large
population of Nigeria can’t afford a
decent house to live in. The current
housing deficit in Nigeria as at
December 2018 is estimated at a
staggering 20 million unit, compare
this figure to our population you will
understand what I mean. With this,
you will realize that Nigerians are in
dire need of affordable shelter over
their heads. You know housing is
one fundamental right of citizens.

Just as we have always said, there
should be justice, fairness, equity
to all persons and to have faith in
the country. Leaders should live up
to their responsibilities. A strong
mechanism for cubing corrupt
practices in the public service
system and the society as a whole
should be put in place or ability to
perform should be the yard stick
of bringing people into office, also
leaders that are tested and can be
trusted. Institutional reforms should
be taken seriously. The general
opinion is to revamp the country’s
security architecture to make it
more vibrant.
How will you rate the performance
of President Muhammadu Buhari
and APC?
The administration of Buhari has
achieved giant stride in various
sectors of the economy like in
infrastructural development. The
administration launched the Nigeria
innovation fund - this fund address
investment opportunities in the
domestic technology sector; data
networking, data centers, software
Agri-tech, biotech. Rail Infrastructure
– Lagos to Ibadan standard gange,
Itakpe – Warri standard guage, the
Kano – Maradi etc. construction –
the Lagos - Ibadan express, second
Niger bridge, Abuja – Kaduna –
Zaria – Kano express way. We also
have the mobilization of private
investment into the development of
key roads and bridges. – Completion
of new terminals for international
airports in Lagos – Abuja – Kano
and Port-Harcourt. have the
significant progress in Power –
Housing – Oil and gas, Agriculture,
in fact in all the sectors of the

You mentioned affordable housing
and efficient local government
system as one of your aims and
objectives. Can you elaborate more
on that?

What is your coverage and
membership scope?
Just as our name connotes, Fusion
774, what this means is that we
have members in all the Local
Government Areas of Nigeria.
We are expanding by the day,
technology have help us expand
faster and wider in every Local
Government. We have what is called
Local Executive Committee (LEC)
which comprise of about 20 people.
The LEC members coordinate our
members in the Local Government
Areas using technology to keep
them up to date with our activities
nationally. So I can say that we have
very wide coverage.
What are your life philosophies?
The same basic philosophy I try
to imbibe is - “live and lets live”,
do not fear failure but be strong in
something you believe, stand up and
fight for it.
How do you relax?
I love reading to discover new
things. This is why some folks see
me as creative. I use information
very effectively and that’s why you
will always see me involved with
new things. I also do exercises and I
try to have good sleep.

ANALYSIS

- ABDULLAHI AHMAD BAMALLI

T

here was an era in this country
when business enterprises went
to institutions for the purpose
of employing graduates. There was a
time graduates made it big during the
emergence of Telecommunication in
this country. There was a time when
the jobs available were more than the
number of graduates. Those times are
no more in existence.
This is the new era where you use
what you have to get what you want.
Being a graduate of first class, second
class upper or lower, does not mean
that a job slot is guaranteed for you. In
most cases, the privileged few get the
dream jobs they crave for. The labor
market is becoming more competitive
and saturated with the percentage of
graduates produced every year from
various institutions within the country.
Many researches have been

conducted on how to curtail this
menace of unemployment in Nigeria
which is eating deep into the society.
Entrepreneurship remains the only
possible solution to unemployment
in Nigeria. Many people will get
the word entrepreneurship, but do
not know what exactly it entails.
Entrepreneurship is the process of
identifying opportunities, taking the
right action and enabling progress.
As many will say it is the process of
creating a means of livelihood through
innovations.
Inventions are becoming obsolete
and the only way for entrepreneurship
to blossom is through innovations
and this where being a graduate
comes to play. The inbuilt skills and
education you have attained from
studies back in higher institutions as
a graduate can be fused together to

come up with something unique and
worthwhile to establish as business.
Some graduates even regard starting
something as demeaning to one’s
class. But it doesn’t matter, while in
reality what can be more degrading is
to be dependent on others.
Sequel to that, being an entrepreneur
does not imply that you must graduate
from university, even being an
undergraduate is the best platform
where that idea of entrepreneurship
should begin from. On many
occasions, the government has made
it a policy in schools and higher
institutions of learning, the offering of
entrepreneurship subjects or courses
from the grass root so that youths
would be self-reliant.
Likewise, the moment
entrepreneurship is mentioned the
first thing that comes to the mind
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collar jobs. Some youths after
your employer.
of Nigeria youths is start-up capital
graduating from universities for first
Nowadays it’s the skills that matter,
“where do I get the capital to start the
because in every corner in this country degree would not even intend to think
business?”. This is not a big deal, as
of becoming entrepreneurs, but
entrepreneurship scholars will
only think to go back for second
put it, “get the right business
degree and even PhD so that they
plan and on the right market,
will get a very good white collar job
the right investor will come”.
Moreover, it is high time
after graduating and yet they will
A start up capital must not
Nigerian youths started
not secure that job unless if they
be something huge, at least
are lucky enough. Instead for them
a little stipend is enough
thinking beyond what the
use that money they invested
to start up somewhere. To
government can offer them to
for acquiring second and third
equally scrap out the issue of
or what the economy has got degree to learn or acquire a skilled
start-up capital, some higher
labor, they would rather squander
institutions in Nigeria have
for them. At this moment,
it in the process of multiplying the
centers of entrepreneurship
the youths should use the
knowledge that will not secure
where under graduates go
for assistance to get start-up
knowledge they have acquired them the kind of job they want.
capital with a comprehensive
at the university to help boost However, the points we are missing
business plan.
the economy by creating
in this country is not what paper
So the ball is in the court of
businesses that would employ qualification can deliver rather is
what the skills you have in hand can
Nigerian youths, either to keep
others.
deliver. Maybe in the past, paper
on whinning and waiting for
qualification was the priority but in
a government job or better
the current situation in this country,
still start up something
it’s not like that and things have
somewhere. Going through
changed. It’s the skills that matter
we have thousands of youths that
school for years is not only meant to
and the youths as entrepreneurs can
graduated from universities with the
secure a job someday, but also to be
bring so many changes in this country
highest class of degree, but they will
innovative and unique in making an
and fully eradicate the high rate of
spend series of years at home doing
impact in our society.
unemployment.
nothing because the government
could not afford to provide jobs for all
Nigerian youths should know that
Nigerian government should also
of them. Parents also should have a
going to higher institutions to earn
emphasis and make it compulsory
change of attitude concerning paper
academic qualification is good and
for every youths to acquire not only
qualification and mold the mindset
it would remove them from the circle
degree but also valuable skills when
of their children to learn other skills
of illiteracy, but that will not make
they are seeking for white collar
after they enroll them in schools or
them to be reluctant and weak for
job. The skill should be an added
universities. They will be independent
seeking or learning other skills and
experience in their curriculum vitae,
after graduation as entrepreneurs
become entrepreneurs. They are in a
if not the white-collar job they are
to become job creators, and not job
generation where by, even if you get
seeking for will not be given. That
seekers in Nigeria.
lucky to get a white collar job, your
will encourage our youths to learn
employer - whether Government or
other skills after graduating from
In this regard, most of the industries
Non-Governmental Organisation will
universities and will also improve and
within and outside the country are
demand to know about the skills you
contribute immensely in boosting the
looking for skilled labour, but our
acquired aside your qualification. So
economy of Nigeria.
youths have become reluctant and
the point here is that your extra skills
lazy enough to stick to only white
will have double benefits to you and to
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OPINION

Ambassador

Buratai

W

ho says that an iconic military officer
like Lt. Gen. Tukur Yusuf Buratai,
with dazzling accomplishments, will
not always be revered? Unlike other prophets,
TY Buratai, has had the singular honour to be
celebrated on countless occasions, here in
Nigeria, and in the diaspora?
If the maxim, “A golden fish has no hidden
place,” holds water, then Gen. Buratai (rtd), the
immediate-past Chief of Army Staff, COAS, is yet
to ‘see anything’, so far it has to do with honourific
traditional titles being bestowed on his legendary,
towering and illustrious personality.
It is germane for readers’ mind to be refreshed
on who Buratai is, and also, what he embodies?
To avoid been tagged a ‘praise-singer’, this writer,
by himself, will eschew describing the ex-COAS’
glowing persona. Others’ opinion will suffice.
For David Onmeje, a United Kingdom-based
Nigerian Public Affairs Commentator: “Gen.
Buratai has proven to be one of the greatest
accomplished soldier, innovator, strategist and
conqueror to ever emerge in Nigeria’s recent
history of the Army.
“In his desire to transform and enhance
operational efficiency of soldiers in combating
insurgency, Buratai, as Army Chief, railroaded
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OPINION
“The name General Tukur Yusuf Buratai
might not fade away anytime soon.
The name has continued to resonate
with the exploits of the Nigerian Army
in the prosecution of the war against
insurgency in the country.

the Nigerian Army to the next level by
establishing the first Nigerian Army
Aviation School (Corps)”.
“And to further demonstrate his
exceptional commitment to the
continuous training of soldiers and
exposure to the ever dynamic world
of knowledge in warfare, Gen. Buratai,
as COAS, conceived the idea of
Nigerian Army University, Biu (NAUB).
He aggressively pursued it to fruition
within a short time.
“Under the guidance and able
leadership of Buratai, who was the
immediate-past ombudsman of
counter-insurgency operations,
the transformation of the
Nigerian Army rapidly manifested
like torrents of rain.
“The incontrovertible truth is
that Gen. Buratai was able to
reform and reposition the NA
into a professional, responsive
and responsible force. Having
raised the NA to that high
pedestal, troops, under his
leadership, discharged their
core constitutional mandate
marvelously on Internal Security
(IS) and counter-terrorism
operations.

“I say this for the principal fact that
while he held sway as the Chief of
Army Staff; it was indeed a golden era
in the annals of the Nigerian Army.
“Ambassador TY Buratai, in some
quarters, has been described as that
Chief of Army Staff that left enduring
legacies that redefined the ethos in

“In his desire to transform
and enhance operational
efficiency of soldiers in
combating insurgency,
Buratai, as Army Chief,
railroaded the Nigerian
Army to the next level
by establishing the first
Nigerian Army Aviation
School (Corps)”.

“Therefore, it is not empty
bragging that since the return of
democracy in Nigeria in 1999,
no other COAS demonstrated sheer
pragmatism in repositioning the
Nigerian Army into a symbol of pride
to Nigeria, than the Borno State-retired
Army General.
“Buratai went to great and admirable
extents to restore the lost glory of
Nigerian Army and soldiers. Posterity
will remember him as a great soldier,
patriot and leader of inestimable
value”.
In a more superlative term, Nkechi
Odoma, a public affairs analyst,
highlighted what made the longestserving COAS in Nigerian Army’s
history tick.
Odoma, in a piece she titled, “Buratai’s
enduring legacy of excellence,” noted:
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counterinsurgency operations and
civil-military relations.
“I must add that these two pillars
were somewhat the hallmarks of the
TY Buratai era in the Nigerian Army.
The records are readily available for
perusal. Hate him or love him; he was
the soldier and the commander at the
same time.
“He was in the trenches with the
troops, commissioned projects, and
engaged the intellectual community.
He was robust and broad in defence of
democracy in Nigeria.
“The list is endless, and I would
classify him in the region of legends
that came, saw and conquered. And
the awards and recognitions were

not in short supply. At some point,
it became a harvest of awards from
within and outside the country.
“Needless I mentioned his conferment
with the Brazilian Military Order of
Merit Award, which is the highest
military honours awarded to
those military officers that have
distinguished themselves in various
military endeavours.
“Looking at the Nigerian Army before
and after him indeed reveals tales
of an enduring legacy of unalloyed
commitment and passion to ensuring
that the Nigerian Army regains its
pride of place in the preservation
of the territorial integrity of the
country.
“And this much he ensured
through the numerous reforms
carried out. I beg to state that
the overarching objective was to
transform the Nigerian Army into a
professional force that implements
its operational strategies with
internationally recognized rules of
engagement.
“Under TY Buratai, the welfare
of officers and soldiers was
prioritized, so much so that it
boosted the morale of a force that
was hitherto laced with lethargy.
What some might not know is that
this lethargic feeling was primarily
responsible for the inability of the
Nigerian Army to confront the Boko
Haram insurgents.
“It’s on record that in less than two
years at the helm of affairs, the
Nigerian Army gained ascendency over
the Boko Haram group. The capture of
the once dreaded Sambisa forest was
the hallmark of the TY Buratai era.
“In my considered opinion, one of
the strategies of TY Buratai was the
boosting the morale of the officers and
soldiers of the Nigerian Army through
numerous ways such as prompt
payment of salaries and allowances,
massive improvement in the living
standards in army barracks across the
country and the institutionalization of

OPINION
research and policy formulation.
“For example, under TY Buratai,
army barracks experienced a facelift.
Command secondary schools were
renovated and equipped with the best
of facilities. The prestigious Nigerian
Military School in Zaria also was not
left out through the reintroduction of
combat training to boost the students’
morale.
“Today, TY Buratai is the Ambassador
of Nigeria to the Benin Republic.
We must agree that the
much regional cooperation
in addressing the security
challenges in Nigeria is
gathering momentum. Nigeria is
indeed blessed to have such a
personality.
“My verdict is this; TY Buratai
has undoubtedly raised the bar
in leadership. And it behoves on
those aspiring into leadership
positions to take a cue. The
lessons are of courage, character
and competence. It was indeed
an era of the enduring legacy of
excellence”.

It is worthy to note that Gen. Buratai
is a recipient of plenty local and
international awards, together with
streams of chieftaincy titles since after
emerging as ‘Birman Bwari.
But it was a day of pomp and undiluted
celebration in Daki Community as
the duo of Gen. Buratai, and Lt.
Gen. Lamidi Adeosun (rtd), a former
Army Chief of Policy and Plans, were
conferred with traditional titles by His
Royal Majesty, Oba Khalid Oyeniyi

of Army Staff as manifested in the
various humanitarian assistance to the
domain.
He cited the establishment of the
Command Science Secondary School,
boreholes and other infrastructural
development projects.
Shortly after their conferment with the
titles, which involved the traditional
decoration with the spiritual leaves
and presentation with other regalia
and office paraphernalia, Buratai,
Nigeria’s Ambassador to Benin,
responded on their behalf.
He thanked His Royal Majesty, the
Okere of Saki, for the honour and
recognition, which he said they
would not take for granted. He also
reiterated their resolve to be loyal
and dedicated to discharging their
roles as holders of those titles.
As COAS, Buratai’s benevolence
was conspicuously manifest in
the way he greatly prioritized the
welfare of officers, and soldiers of
the Nigerian Army. In fact, it would
not sound hyperbolic to say that
he was always there for wounded
troops, just as widows and families of
fallen heroes, who benefitted from his
numerous empowerment programmes
and financial supports, were never
tired of singing his praises to high
heaven.

“I say this for the principal
fact that while he held sway
as the Chief of Army Staff;
it was indeed a golden era
in the annals of the Nigerian
Army.”

Unlike politicians and other
moneybags who inordinately covet
titles, but will not let their outstanding
life accomplishments in place of
money secure the titles, awards and
honours for them, TY Buratai’s indelible
legacies and feats as COAS, are what
always fetch him arrays of awards or
chieftaincy titles.
In September 2019, late Sarkin
(Emir) of Bwari, Alhaji Awwal Musa
Ijokoro (II), during a visit to the Army
Headquarters in Abuja, bestowed
the traditional title of “Birman Bwari”
which translates to “The Courageous
Defender of Bwari” emirate to Gen.
Buratai.
This was in recognition of Buratai’s
remarkable achievements, then, as
Army Chief, especially in the fight
against terrorism in North-East. Amidst
thunderous applause, Alh. Ijakoro,
presented a sword of honour, copy of
the Holy Qur’an and appointment letter
to the COAS.

Olabisi Oyedepo III, the Okere of Saki
Kingdom.
During the ceremony, Buratai and
Adeosun were conferred with the
traditional titles of Jagunmolu of Saki
Kingdom (the Benevolent Warrior) and
Akinrogun of Saki Kingdom (Unique
Warrior Lover), respectively.
The conferment took place at the
palace of Okere of Saki, shortly
after Juma’at Prayer at Saki Central
mosque.
It is essential to state that the two
Generals were the first non-indigenes
of the Saki kingdom to be honoured
with such prestigious traditional titles
of the domain, in special recognition
of their numerous contributions to
national development, peace and
security.
Earlier at the Juma’at prayer, the Chief
Imam of Saki thanked Gen. Buratai for
his wonderful disposition towards the
Saki kingdom while serving as Chief

And if the ruthless manner troops of
the Nigerian Army pounded both Boko
Haram and the Islamic State of West
African Province, ISWAP, on several
instances, during his stewardship,
does not showcase the stuff Buratai’s
is made of as a ‘Warrior and Nigerian
Army’ Chief Commander’, then I don’t
know what else will.
Now, as the ‘Benevolent Warrior’ of
Saki Kingdom, Gen. Buratai has his
work cut out for him. He must, first,
commit himself to the enviable task
of assisting the Oba and his Chiefs
maintain peace, unity and harmony
in the domain, while also fighting to
protect the ‘sacred’ interests of the
entire Saki residents, at all cost.
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EDUCATION

Lingering FG-ASUU
disagreement:
An invitation to
anarchy?
By Kevin Okunzuwa, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)

W

hat began as a warning
strike on Feb. 14, 2022, by
the Academic Staff Union
of Universities (ASUU), is today
threatening the fabric of Nigeria’s
education sector.
ASUU’s first warning strike was for
four weeks and the second strike,
which began on March 15, was for
another four weeks.
With the third warning strike
announced on May 9 for another 12
weeks, the burden on both parents and
students, are unarguably, not easy.
The lecturers’ demands include
funding for the Revitalisation of
Public Universities, Earned Academic
Allowances, University Transparency
Accountability Solution (UTAS) and
promotion arrears.
Others are the renegotiation of 2009
ASUU-Federal Government agreement
and the inconsistency in Integrated
Personnel Payroll Information System
(IPPIS).
Students of 43 federal universities
and 37 state-owned universities

46

Northeast Star

nationwide, affiliated to ASUU are
currently at home as a result of the
strike.
Stakeholders in education sector
have appealed to both the Federal
Government and ASUU to resolve their
differences in the interest of Nigerian
students and parents.
Mrs Arinola Badmus, a parent,
lamented the further extension of the
strike, saying that it would cause more
harm to the students, communities and
the larger society if not immediately
addressed.
Badmus decried the extension of the
strike,
adding that the display of ‘I don’t
care attitude’ of the government had
brought about the present situation.
“We can say that the union
is insensitive, but what about
the government. Why are they
always shying away from their
responsibilities?
“This is not the first time the union will
be putting their demands before the
table, the government should answer
them so that our children can return to

school.
“Many of them were about writing
examination before the strike. Now
they will be spending additional 12
weeks after they had stayed at home
for 12 weeks before.
“This is very sad, don’t forget that
when these childraen are not engaged
with something, they end up becoming
nuisance to the society, so the
government must note this to avoid
problems,” she said.
A political analyst, Mr Rotimi Lawrence,
appealed to the government and the
union to dialogue and reach a decision
that would benefit Nigerian students.
Lawrence expressed worry over the
extension of the strike, saying that it
would further boost enrolment into
private universities, while the children
of the poor would continue to suffer
deprivation.
Mr Bayode Fatoba, a civil servant,
described the situation as unfortunate
and disturbing. He said that his
children were experiencing delays
in their academics as a result of

incessant strikes by ASUU.
Fatoba noted that the education sector
of the country would suffer serious
setback if the Federal Government did
not meet the demands of ASUU.
“Honestly, the current strike embarked
upon by ASUU will destroy the
academic standard of our university
education in Nigeria if the Federal
Government decides to ignore them.
“My two children in the university are
idling away at home, sleeping and
playing.
“I am, therefore, appealing to both
parties to resolve their differences
and call-off the strike in the interest of
Nigerian students,” he said.
Mr Bode Oguntuase, a teacher, said
the extension of the strike by ASUU
was not good for the education
system of the country.
He said that those affected by the
strike were students whose time
were being wasted and their parents,
who would pay more for their
children’s education.
“I want to appeal to both ASUU and
the Federal Government to resolve
their differences to enable the
students resume academic activities.
“It is quite unfortunate that the
Nigerian education system is
undergoing challenges, thereby
causing setbacks for students.
“For example, a student who ought
to have graduated in 2022 might end
up graduating in 2023 or 2024; this is
unfair,” he said.
Angered by the extension of the strike
and inability of the parties to resolve
the issues, the National Association of
Nigerian Students (NANS), said they
would shut down the economy.
Mr Sunday Asefon, the National
President of NANS, condemned the
extension of the strike and inability of
the parties to reach an agreement.
Asefon in a statement he issued on
May 9, said: “The 3-month extension
of the strike is totally condemned. The
failure of the government to reach
agreement with ASUU underscores
their lack of concern and empathy to
the plight of the common men and
women of our nation who couldn’t

afford private tertiary institutions.
“Having exhausted all windows
of constructive engagement with
the government. I, on behalf of the
national leadership of NANS, therefore
declare National Action from May 10.
“The National Action, tagged
`Operation Test Run,’ shall be held in all
the 36 states of the federation.
“Federal roads across the 36 states
shall be occupied for a minimum of
three hours.”The operation shall be a
precursor to a total shutdown that will

fear the situation may turn ugly if not
quickly nipped in the bud.
Since NANS’ announcement, pockets
of protests have been reported in
some parts of the federation.
In Benin, students of various tertiary
institutions, on May 9, in compliance
with NANS directive, blocked the
entrance to the airport and the ever
busy Airport Road over the prolonged
ASUU.
The incident created traffic gridlock
along the busy Airport Road and
extended into adjoining
roads in the GRA of Benin
City.

adding that the display
of ‘I don’t care attitude’
of the government
had brought about the
present situation

be decided during our Senate meeting/
pre-convention on May14,” he said.
Asefon said that the decision of the
association from the convention would
be binding as they would be total.
He said the extension of the ASUU
strike was a direct declaration of war
against university students.
“Our proposal to congress on May 14
shall be total blockage of the airport
roads across the country and total
disruption of political party primaries,
blockage of the National Assembly
until they are committed to passing
legislation banning public office
holders from sending their children to
universities abroad.
“I, therefore, call on NLC, TUC and civil
society organisations to join us to
salvage the remaining crackers of our
public tertiary education,” he said.
While the student body has gradually,
started to carry out its threat with
blocking of roads, concerned Nigerians

The students were
drawn from the Federal
Government-owned
University of Benin and
the state-owned Ambrose
Alli University, Ekpoma.

The students later
moved to the secretariat
of the Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ), Edo
State council to register
their grievances.
The Students’ Union
Government (SUG)
President of UNIBEN, Foster Amadin,
appealed to the media to reach out to
those connected with the protracted
ASUU strike, so that the students
could go back to school.
“We are lending our voices and we are
appealing to whosoever is concerned,
we have also come here as students
who know the importance of the
media to express our displeasure over
the lingering ASUU strike.
In Enugu, the Progressive Students
Movement (PSM), a students’
movement, also on Tuesday, May 10,
urged Nigerians and elder statesmen
to intervene in the lingering ASUU
strike in public universities.
PSM National President, Mr Bestman
Okereafor, said: “We consider the
laissez-faire attitude of the Federal
Government towards the continued
ASUU strike as a deliberate mockery of
Nigerian students and the education
sector.
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N80bn Fraud - The Audacity
of Corruption
By Gabriel Ikese

T

he unbridled greed of many
top government officials
in Nigeria has become too
disastrous to ignore. It is appalling
how much of this country runs on
greed, and how much the wool is
pulled over our eyes.
Our uncommon men have
subjected us to decades long, and
never ending barrage of propaganda
that have seduced ordinary folks
into the delusion that their services
is for the benefit of us all. But not
too many of us are gullible. Funny
thing about our uncommon people
is that we know, that they know, that
we did not believe, and refused to
be so deceived into believing the
lies oozing out from them. I bet you,
they know it well.
We have lived through the greatest
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looting of our collective wealth
by government officials in recent
times. While billions of nairas and
dollars streamed into the pockets
of a few elites in public service
and the corporate class, the vast
majority of the people have lived
through a period of falling wages,
disappearing pensions, and
dwindling bank accounts.
Strange things happens in our
dear country. Not so long ago, we
were thrilled by the snake and the
monkey circus. At JAMB office in
Makurdi, a slippery snake was very
cunning. How it beats the ferocious
onslaught of marauding herdsmen
rampaging Benue at the time to
get to JAMB office was amazing.
The mysterious snake allegedly
swallowed a whopping sum of

N36m belonging to the examination
body.
And as if that was not enough,
the famous JAMB snake was not
allowed to enjoy its fame for for too
long when a mercurial monkey in a
farmhouse across the Benue River
rubbished the record. The monkey
outdo the snake by swallowing
almost twice the amount. The news
was that some monkeys raided the
farmhouse of some of executives
and swallowed N70m. Shocking?
Now these mysterious animals have
transformed to human beings. We
knew all along that animals do not
have the sophistication and capacity
to swallow millions and billions. A
mere grasscutter is too much of
a meal for snake to swallow, and
when it dares, it is rendered useless
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for days. And for monkeys, they
prefer bananas to our dirty currency
notes. Monkey hand has finally
turned to human hand.

Hamza’s thought which adequately
show that Nigerians are angry at
the audacity of Alh. Ahmed Idris
insatiable greed.

The present government rode on
a tripod to winning the elections,
and the fight against corruption is
one part of it. Since it announced
the controversial anti-corruption
campaign with the slogan - “kill
corruption before corruption kill us”,
the menace has been subject to
significant media attention.

She said, “the way Nigerians steal
public fund made me to conclude
that many people are suffering from
a mental or a psychological disorder
which makes people steal what is
beyond them. They steal and steal
and steal until it makes no meaning
anymore”.

Official corruptions are among the
populace’s greatest gripes against
successive governments. That
explain why President Muhammadu
Buhari single out corruption as a
very significant problem impacting
all aspects of our political and socioeconomic development.
The President argued that failure to
contain the spread of corruption is
the most serious threat to economic
and political stability. At the
beginning, he showed a semblance
of determination to fight the
monster but lost direction when the
fight seemingly targets opposition
members. The Peoples Democratic
Party said the Buhari government
was bias and accused the APC of
witch-hunt.
In comparative analysis, most
Nigerians think that the volume
of bribery, kickbacks, theft, and
waste of public funds under the
watch of President Muhammadu
Buhari is unprecedented. In popular
perception, there are more dishonest
officials than honest ones in his
government.
That’s why the media was abuzz
with news of the arrest of Ahmed
Idris, the Acountant-General of the
Federation. He was arrested by the
Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission, EFCC for stealing
and money laundering activities to
the tune of 80 billion naira. Idris
arrogantly tried to evade arrest when
he failed to honour invitations by
the anti-graft agency to respond to
issues connected to the fraudulent
acts.
The arrest of the AccountantGeneral drew a whole lot of outcry
across Nigeria. If Alh. Ahmed Idris
could soil his hands in the sticky bun
with such ease, it goes to affirm the
general perception that government
fight against corruption is mostly
cosmetic. I came across Maryam

Maryam is certainly not alone in
her line of thought. Imagine that
across the 36 states including the
FCT, only Lagos and Rivers States
can accumulate N80bn in internally
generated revenue. What could then
make one individual beat his chest
to steal a whopping N80bn from the
national treasury if not for mental
disorder.
Concretely, the money could
have translated into millions of
vaccinations for children; hundreds
of kilometres of roads; hundreds
of schools, hospitals and water
treatment facilities. But it never
came to be, because Alh. Ahmed
Idris would want to “chop” alone.
Government officials have exclusive
trademarks for stealing public
funds. It was not too difficult for
Ahmed Idris to fit in as soon as
he assumed office to replace his
predecessor, who was ironically
sacked for embezzling N2.5 billion
of security agencies’ funds in 2015. I
suggest that office should be closely
monitored going forward.
Investigation revealed the money
was stolen through bogus
consultancies and other illegal
activities using proxies, family
members and close associates, and
the funds were laundered through
real estate investments in Kano and
Abuja.
Idris liaise with private sector
collaborators used as fronts and
ownership structures that do not
provide sufficient information about
the true identities of the natural
persons behind the title to hide illicit
money and transferred same to
safe havens abroad. How difficult
could that be for a professional
accountant?
I solemnly believe that the now
suspended Account-General
is suffering from acute mental
or psychological disorder. Idris

refused to retire when he attained
the mandatory retirement age of
60, having worked for 35 years in
service which was clearly against
civil service rules.
He reportedly married a 16 year
old girl as his fourth wife against
the wishes of the parents of the
teenager. Those close to him
disclose how he flaunts his stolen
wealth and lured the innocent girl
with gold worth over N200 million,
iPhones, state of the art cars,
millions of naira in cash, all to buy
her attention. These are clearly signs
that Alh. Ahmed Idris was mentally
sick.
He was very audacious and
reposes too much confidence in his
accounting skills to cover his tracks.
The fear of getting caught in the
act was never contemplated. SocioEconomic Rights and Accountability
Project Group first called attention
to Idris ignominious stealing when
it discovered that over ₦106 billion
got missing from the budgets
of ministries, departments, and
agencies (MDAs) in 2018.
Nigerians ignorantly think Idris
was a hardworking public servant
that sacrifice his time and energy
at ensuring prudent use of monies
accruing to the federation. Little
did we know that we entrusted our
collective wealth to a hardened
criminal.
While it’s cheerful that the EFCC has
finally arrested and detained Alh.
Ahmed Idris for the staggeringly
monumental fraud, Nigerians
are genuinely concerned that
government have always not
shown enough commitment in
prosecuting high profile cases.
Even on rare occasions where they
are successful, like in the case of
Nyame and Dariye, these people are
still pardoned in shoddy bargains. I
sincerely hope that Alh. Ahmed Idris
will be different.
There is no doubt that Idris is
criminally greedy to have stolen
so much from public purse to the
extent that he now worths more
than 250 billion naira, both in asset
and cash. He proudly owns one of
the biggest real estate portfolios,
acquiring over 300 properties in
Abuja, Kano, Dubai and London.
I must say, that it is the audacity of
corruption.
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Asisat Oshoala
Predicts a
Glorious Future for
Women’s Football

Nigeria’s foremost football
Diva, Asisat Oshoala, predicts
a glorious future for women’s
football.

FEMALE FOOTBALL

SPORT NEWS

F

emale football
continues to
hold the world’s
attention. In the last
decade, the women’s
game has attracted new
fans, broadcasting and
advertising deals, and
according to sporting
experts, the expected
growth is phenomenal.

Oshoala, Barcelona’s fourtime African footballer
of the year, told Reuters
that female football is the
future, as her Barcelona
side look to cap a dream
year by beating Lyon in
the women’s Champions
League final in Turin on
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The Super Falcons top goal scorer
is Africa’s most decorated female
footballer, scoring at two World Cups
and in a Champions League final — a
late consolation in Barca’s 4-1 defeat
to Lyon in 2019 — and the first woman
from African continent to claim
Spain’s golden boot. There’s no doubt
that Oshoala is a dominant force in
the women’s club game.
After scoring 20 goals in 19 games
this season to help Barcelona win the
Spanish league with a perfect 30 wins

from 30 games, Oshoala is excited
about the growth of the sport.
Barca broke the women’s attendance
record twice in their last two
Champions League home games, with
91,648 fans turning up to see them
thrash Wolfsburg 5-1 in their semifinal
first leg on April 22.
That broke the previous women’s
attendance record set three weeks
before, when 91,553 flocked to Camp
Nou for Barcelona’s showdown with
Real Madrid.
“This is amazing to see
in women’s soccer and
I think this is just the
beginning. You’re just
going to have to get
used to it,” Oshoala told
Reuters.
“Getting used to it
because we are tired of
those things that people
used to say about
women’s soccer, all the
prejudice.
“Interest is growing,
we’ve got more fans
at the stadium, selling
jerseys and more

viewers on television. Like I’ve always said to people,
female football is the future. You will have to get
used to it.”
Oshoala was nearly denied the opportunity to play by
her parents who considered football so unsuitable
for their daughter that they banned her from playing
on the street with her friends. Yet she experienced a
roundabout route to soccer’s elite.
Because of her struggles, in 2018 she set up the
Asisat Oshoala Foundation to help young girls from
around Africa pursue careers in sport.
“It’s been amazing, I think all the time about my
journey. I thought about the things I’ve been through
as a young girl growing up, the difficulties trying to
convince my parents and also not having so much
opportunity in my environment.
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FORWARD WITH

COURAGE
Fellow Nigerians,

I stand before you today to declare my
intention and submit my application to
serve as your next President

N

igeria, unfortunately is a mono
economy which means that she
relies on one major source of revenue. Yet oil thieves are stealing our
crude oil to the tune of 200,000 barrels
or more per day. The country lost $3.5
billion last year because of oil bunkering. FUSSION 774 believes that
Rt. Hon. Rotimi Amaechi has the
capacity to bring this menace of
economic sabotage to an end so
that government can earn more
resources to develop the Niger
Delta, invest in health, education
and security. Rotimi Amaechi ‘s
tenure as governor saw the drastic reduction of oil bunkering in
Nigeria because he has the will and
the experience. Rotimi Amaechi is
the answer. A vote for him is a vote to
end crude oil bunkering.
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